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ABTRACT 

In this research work, the author explored the challenges involved in the process of learning 

English language among senior one students of Kumi Seed Secondary School in Kumi, Sub 

County, Kumi District, Uganda. The researcher sampled senior one population. 

The researcher utilized questionnaires in the process as well as observation and interview 

method. The total population amounted to 145 students and 3 teachers. Information collected 

was analyzed through tabulation and explanation. The resultant findings indicated that learners 

carried on learning difficulties from their respective primary schools to secondary school, the 

effect of environment in which they were living in and inborn conditions.  

The author noted that the challenges in learning English language affected the learner’s general 

performance and their interaction. However, with the teacher’s intervention, the learners 

improved and became confident when learning English language. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
English has long been recognized as a global language of importance and has been studied for 

over 50 years as a core in lower secondary school level in Uganda. The ability to communicate 

effectively in English is essential for all students, as they learn to function and communicate in a 

state where it’s used as an official language, on top of excelling in their examination. However, 

it may be very difficult for some young adults to learn and use English, and they may show very 

little progress over time.  While it is unlikely that every learner of English enjoys the amenity of 

learning in ideal and perfect learning situations, a number of learners are still reasonably able to 

attain high levels of English proficiency and should at least be able to make modest progress.  

 Despite the great effort spent in developing a general competency in English among Kumi seed 

secondary school students over recent years, the results have been mixed. The researcher 

intended to find out the persistent obstacles in learning English language, and bring them into 

lime light and to equally recommend some intervention mechanisms targeted at alleviating the 

problems as portrayed in their performance in the previous years.  

1.1 Background of the Study 
As effective language learning involves diversity of practices, skills and abilities, the challenges 

could be grounded on a number of areas or may just be a combination of reasons for the lack of 

necessary and expected progress (Shank, 2001). The survey was necessary due to the revelation 

that, the learners were not performing to their expectations in English proficiency, due to 

difficulties in pronunciation, spelling, and grammar construction. 

The learners in Kumi seed were found to be experiencing other speech difficulties such as 

articulation disorders, voice disorder, inflection, monotones and hoarseness. They were found to 

easily lose concentration during English lessons. Most of the time, they were not willing to 

participate in question and answer periods in class due to fear of being teased by their 

counterparts. 

A number of learners in kumi seed brought with them learning difficulties right from their 

previous primary schools where the use of English language was not emphasized, and some 

teachers went an extra mile to deliver lessons on various subjects in the mother tongue (Ateso). 
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