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ABSTRACT 

The study is meant to investigate the effect of absenteeism on pupils’ academic performance in 

Butebo Sub County, Butebo District. 

The researcher sought opinions, responses and attitude from School Management Committees, 

Parent Teachers Association, Head teachers , teachers  and  Learners concerning influence of 

English language on learners’ academic performance of English language spoken, reading and 

writing of library materials in terms of quality on learners’ academic performance. 

The Descriptive Research Design will be used through face to face discussions, interview guides 

and questionnaires after which data will be collected from respondents. 

Data collection was analyzed by frequency counts which were computed into percentages and 

tabulations. 

English language has an influence on learners academic performance as it enables learners to 

develop problem solving skills and scientific attitudes towards search for knowledge by ( Brian 

A Jacob and Kelly 2017) who submitted that lower level of education program related to lower 

achievement in reading at later mentioned that English language enable the learners to develop 

problem solving skills and scientific attitudes and this controversy will be useful to find out how 

far English language improves on  the academic performance in primary schools. 



ix 
 

Learners in some of the sampled schools were unable to read and speak English language and 

this influences learners’ academics negatively. 

English language and up to date books, teachers enhances good academic performance of pupils 

in schools and this develops their positive attitudes   hence improving greatly on their academic 

performance.   



1 
 

CHAPTER ONE 

1.0. INTRODUCTION 

According to the 1995 constitution of Uganda, English is an official language and used in 

schools for teaching learners, as a medium of communication in the modern world force and 

setting all national examination and healthy lives in modernizing society. 

In order to rise above existence at the subsistence level, a person will need to understand the 

symbolic basis of written and spoken language, ensuring that no pupil completes primary school 

without this competence 

 

1.1. BACK GROUND OF THE STUDY. 

Many schools in Butebo sub-county enrolled more pupils in primary one but very few of those 

complete primary seven. Their function of literacy, communication skills and performance at 

primary leaving examinations are wanting. 

The Dunman High school Education data survey also indicates that absenteeism profoundly 

affects the quality of teaching and learning, pupils’ performance and the school environment. 

Sunday Vision article dated 31st March, 2021 Mukholi et al noted that vocabulary selection is 

poor. Reading culture is not emphasized in schools and that schools no longer enforce the 

speaking of English as it was the practice in 1970s and 1980s 

The inability of learners to communicate in English is evident in their poor performance at 

national examination – primary leaving examinations and schools within Butebo sub county are 

not exceptional hence the need for the researcher to find out the cause of such phenomena. 

The researcher therefore, seeks to point out why English is always poorly performed in schools 

of Butebo Sub-county.  

Gikunda, M.G., Nyagah, G., & Imonje, R (2017) observed that pupils’ academic performance 

as the measurement of academic achievement and progress of individual pupil in a schools 

within a specific period. 

Oxford advanced learners’ Dictionary (1994) defines pupil’s performance as ability of a pupil 

to do something. 



40 
 

 

REFERENCES 

Adina, N., & Medet, Y. (2012). Cultural tourism motivation-the Case of Yomanian Youths. 

Economic Science Series, Advanced Learners Dictionary (1994). Longman group UK Ltd. 

Akbasli, S., Sahin, M & Yilmaz, P., M. (2017). 

 Struggle with school absenteeism in compulsory Education: Different country approaches and 

policies. Universal Journal of educational Research,  

AluzzeJ (1999) Factors that lead to school dropout in rural areas Mityana District. BSWA       

issertation. 

Amin, M. E. (2005). Social science research: conception, methodology and analysis.      

Kampala: Makerere University. 

Amoding. A (2019, Friday April, 26). Report on poor academic performance in Pallisa 

District. New Vision. 

Anppcan-Uganda (n.d). Teacher absenteeism in Iganga District of Uganda. Anslem 

wandega, ANPPCAN Uganda chapter. 

Arasco, F(1997), factors affecting effectiveness in primary schools; UNEB, Kampala. 

Atieno, E., O., Kalai, M., J. & Ibrahim Khatete, I. (2013). Influence of principals’ 

leadership styles on students’ achievement in Kenya certificate of secondary 

education in Awendo District, Kenya, Unpublished thesis, University of Nairobi. 

Barbara B, Allan Mand Romahtra R (2002-2003), Achieving universal primary education 

by 2015. A chance for every child. 

Bronfenbrenner, U. (Eds.). (2005). Ecological models of human development. 

International Encyclopaedia of Education.  

Carasco, .J. (1996), Universal Primary Education registration monitoring report. Kampala 



41 
 

Ministry of Education and sports. 

Carrel, P.L. and Eisternhold, J.C (1983) schema theory and ESL reading.  

Cascio, W. & Boudreau, J. (2008). Investing in people. Financial impact of human  

Resource initiative. New Jersey; Pearson education, Inc. 

Chauke (2014). Teacher absenteeism behind failing pupils in The Citizen Newspaper 

Chibamba. C.A. (2012), Factors that lead to low reading levels in chinyanja and English 

languages at the middle basic levels a case of grade 5 pupils learning under READ on Course 

(Roc) in selected basic school in Lusaka district. Published dissertation 

Lusaka University of Zambia 

Creswell, W.J. (2014). Research design: qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods 

approaches, 4th Ed. SAGE Publications, California 

Curriculum development centre, (1991). Primary teachers training college English syllabus 

(3rd) (mimeo). Lusaka: communication council of Zambia. 

Das, J., Dercon, S., Habyarimana, J. & Krishna, P. (2007). “Teacher Shocks and Student learning 

from Zambia,” Journal of Human Resources,  

Diambo, O and Heneverd W. (1995), girls and school in sub Saharan Africa from analysis to 

action, world Bank Washington DC. 

Fallatah, R.H.M., & Syed, J. (2018), Employee motivation in Saudi Arabia, A critical review of 

Maslow’s hierarchy of needs 

Farrant, J.S (1964) principle and practice of Education: United Kingdom Longman group 

Ltd. Gikunda, M. G., Nyagah, G., & Imonje, R. (2017). Factors influencing teacher 

Performance in the implementation of Geography curriculum in public secondary schools in 

Imenti South Sub County, Meru County Kenya, University of Nairobi. 

Grewe, N. (2005). Absenteeism in European schools. New Bruaswick (USA) and London 



42 
 

(UK); Transaction publishers. IBIS & NNED. (2016). Teacher absenteeism report: Effects of 

teacher absenteeism on quality teaching and learning in primary schools in Northern Ghana 

International Journal of Instruction,  

International Research Journal of Business and Business and Management,  

Jalal et.al. (2018). Action Research Topic: Absenteeism Reason in Higher Education by students 

of: 4th semester Master education 2016-2018. 

Joseph,K.T (2018), Catch them before they fall: identification and assessment to prevent reading 

failure in young children. (Online), Probation Teachers’ curriculum and handbook. Kamau, M. L 

(2014), Technology adoption in secondary mathematics teaching in Kenya: an explanatory 

mixed methods study, Syracuse University. 

Komakech, R. A and Osuu J. R. (2014), Students’ absenteeism: A killer of Universal secondary 

education (USE) in Uganda. International journey of education and research, 2 Krejice, R. V., & 

Morgan, D. W. (1970). Determining sample size for research activities. 

Educational and Psychological Measurement,  

Kudari (2016) factors influencing students’ academic performance in secondary schools 

in India. International journey of education and research, . 

Lai-Yeung, S. W. (2014), the need for guidance and counseling training for teachers. 

Procedia-Social and Behavioral Sciences,  

Lunenburg, F. C. (2011). Expectancy theory of motivation: Motivating by altering expectations. 

International Journal of Management, Business, and Administration, 

15(1), 1-6. Lwaka V. and Tumushabe (1999) State of child labor in Uganda UNICEF 

Publication, Kampala 

Lynn, M. R. 91986). Determination and quantification of content validity, Nursing Research,  

Maslow, A.H. (1943). A theory of human motivation, Psychological Review,  

Mazaki, E. K., Kaburu, D. M. & Zziwa, G. (2017). Staff Welfare and Teachers’  



43 
 

 Performance in public primary schools in Bugisu Sub-region in Uganda, Institute of  

Management Science, Mbarara University 

Memugisha (2002), Education in Rwanda, Rwandese daily new times, 8 June, viewed 1st 

October 2007, Makerere main library 

Miller, R. (2012). Tales of teacher absence: New research fields patterns that speak to 

Policy makers. 

Miller, R.T, Murnane, R.J, & Willet, J.B. (2012). Do teacher absences impact student 

Achievement? Longitudinal evidence from one urban school district. National bureau 

Of Economic Research.  

Muhindo.C. and Wakooli. E. (2015, Thursday 27th August). Percentage of head teachers 

And teachers’ absenteeism in Uganda today. Daily monitor. 

Mwesiga, C., N. (2016). An assessment of absenteeism of public secondary school 

Teachers and its effect on students’ academic Performance in Tandahimba, District, 

Tanzania. Tella Maris Mtwara University College, Tanzania. 

Namuddu, J. (2010). Staff appraisal systems and teacher performance at Aga khan 

Schools in Kampala district. Makerere University, Kampala. 

Nsubuga, B. (2016). Analysis of Leadership Styles and School performance of Secondary 

Schools in Uganda, Kampala, Uganda. 

Ntuyo, E & Ssekiboobo A. (2017). Factors that cause poor performance of pupils in 

Primary schools (Case study Iganga Municipality). The school of statistics and 

Planning, Makerere University, Kampala. 



44 
 

Obeng-Denteh, W., Yeboah, E.A., Sam, C., & Monkah, J.E. (2011). The impact of student and 

teacher absenteeism on student performance at the junior high school: the case of the Kumasi-

metro school district. Cont J Educ Research 

Oketcho, E.J., Ssempala, F., Ujeyo, M.S.S., & Atibuni, D.Z. (2019). Head teachers’ 

Management styles and teachers’ role performance in secondary schools in Tororo 

District, Uganda, Journal of Education.  

Okurut, H.E (2012). Nature, causes and magnitude of teacher absenteeism in the rights, 

Education and development (READ) projects in Uganda. Makerere University, Kampala. 

Oxford Advanced Learners’ Dictionary, (1994) University. Nairobi: Reata Printers. 

Parijat, P., & Bagga, S. (2014). Vroom’s expectancy theory of motivation – An Evaluation. Paris 

Geneva UNESCO. 

Sahin, S., Arseven, Z. & Kilic, A. (2016). Causes of Student Absenteeism and School Dropouts. 

 Shendell, et al. (2004). Reasons for non-attendance at lectures and tutorials. University 

Teaching and Learning,  

Smink, J. & Reimer, M. (2005). Fifteen effective strategies for improving student 

Attendance and reducing truancy. National Dropout Prevention Center/Network, 

clemson University. 

Srinivas and Venkatkrishnan (2016). Factors affecting scholastic performance in school 

Children. IQSR journal of dental and medical sciences 2016. 

Talemwa. M. and Eupal. (2015), Sunday October, 18th). Declining levels of education the 

Most 12 Worst performing districts of Uganda. New Vision,  

Uche & Maliki (2013). Multi-dimensional structure of university absenteeism. Pub on line/22 oct 

2013.  

Uwezo survey, (2011). Where are our children learning? School quality and learning in 



45 
 

Kenya. Policy Brief KE. 09/2012E and Policy Analysis,  

Uwezo. (2013). Are our children learning? Literacy and Numeracy across East Africa. 

World Bank. (2016). World Development Indicator. Washington, D.C: World Bank 

 


	Kaigo 1.pdf
	Kaigo 2.pdf

