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ABSTRACT
Undernourishment is a major public healih issue in several developing. countries: i_n_dlu’ding Ugdnda:
“Sugarcane farming practiced in Several disteicts of the East-central Uganda is reported fo. be
‘threatening food and nutrition security, Hence the study was to establish the: impacts of ‘sugarcane

growing onthe level of food security in Busede Sub County located in Jinja district.

In view of the above, this thesis attempts to contribute to the knowledge of the different land uses in
the area and there contribution. The specific objectives are: to asseds the proportion of land use
aliocated to sugarcane growing and food production, to assess the profitability of sugarcane growing,
10 assess the best. combination of food énd sugarcane production and to give appropriate land use

combination that ensures food security and income:

The analytical assessments and evaluations in this thesis indicate that the major land use in Busede
‘Sub County was sugarcane growing and the majority-of the land for the production. of food crops was
‘being converted to growinig sugarcane. This pressure is. likely to ¢ontinue-with consequent negative
._impact's an-the level of food security dnd nutritional health of the people in the study area hence the

need of an optimal crop enterprise.

Linear programming and calcilation of the different values was used in excel and ILWIS was used to
digitise and acquire information required for the study. Results and ﬁn'd"in'gs where represented inform
tables pie charts and graphs. The finding indivated that sugarcane. growing alone can result into food.

security since the incomes got were not able to meet the food needs of the people involved.

Thus ‘an optimal crop enterprise. was. recommended where by farmers engage in both sugarcane
growing and food crop production in order to be able to meet their food and income requirements.
Other recommendations included by educating the small scale sugarcane farmers: in improved
technigues. and proper use of available resources, adopting the practice of having small gardens in
there compounds or acquiring more land for food production, use of improved seed varietics which
are resistant to thc‘c_ircumstanccg of climate change, adopting the culture of saving their incomes for
the futare.

Keywords: food security, hutrition, food crop production, sugarcane production, optimal crop

enterprise,

xifi




CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.0 Introduction
This. chapter includes a description of the study and the analysis of the research ‘probfem. It includes
the problem identification, description and the significance of the study. Jt also includes the research

objective, conceptual framie work and the scope of the research study

1.1 Background

For over 50 years, there has been concern about the high. prevalence of hunger and malnutrition in a-
world that has the. capecity to feed ‘its pecple. Populations affected are. mainly those from poor
developing countries, which depend on subsistence agriculture and are predominantly tural. {Uganda

food and nutrition pelicy 2003)

Many international conferences have been convened to find solutions to petsistent food insecurity,
famine and under-nutrition in paits of the world, Ong of the first was the United ‘Nations Conference
.on Food and Agriculture held in 1943 with the: objective of achieving “an:adequate diet for all”,
Others liké the United Nations World Conference {1974), International Conference on Nuirition
(1992) and World Food Summits (1996 & 2002) were follow-up meetings to- address the primary
problem of inequitable. food distribution and the resultant macro and micro-nutrient malnutrition

‘especially among children and women.,

TInternational. treaties-and ‘converitions recognize that the right to adequate food is ‘a fundamental
human right. Article. 25 (1) of the Universal Declaration of Fluman Rights and Article 11(1) of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) both provide for the right
‘of everyone 1o aii adequate standard of living including adequate food: Article 11(2) of the [CESCR
recognizes the need for more immediate and urgent steps to ensure the fundamental right to freedom

from hunger and malnutrition. (Uganda food and nutrition policy 2003)

In 1999, following requests at the: 1996 World Food Surimit; the United Nations Commitiee on:
Eeonomic, Social and Cuitural Rights formulated General Comment No. 12 to give a better definition
of the ri_‘ghts Telating to food in Article 11 of the ICESCR-;_and identify principal important is§ues in
relation to th_e__-right to food. General Comment No. 12 elaborates on the meaning 20d content of the
right to. adequate food and gives the obligations of states and the international community -in the

implementation of the right to food at the national and international levels.

The Constitution of the Republic of Uganda places a lot of emphasis on a_t;é.iniug food security and

adequate nutrition for its citizens and the government is committed tg fulfilling this goal so that all
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