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_ ABSTRACT
This study focused on the community perception on the environmental impacts of oil palm growing

on Bugala Island, kalangala district.

Qualitative. methods were used to collect data were used and this: involved using questionnaites,
interviews, observation and secondary data. The data was collected from a 'sam__ple of 71
respondents and analyzed using éxcel and SPSS statistical packages and results presented using by

use of frequency tables, pie chatts, doughnuts and graphs among others.

In depth review of {iterature of various s¢holars, environmental ag_encie_s‘ repoits.and publication as
well as browsing through intérnet was done with aim of achieving of the objectives of the study.
The study focused on the most significant impacts of oil palm cultivation on-soil, vegetation, micro-

climate and water.

The study revéaled that mote men were involved in the luerative activity of oil palm growing and.
majority of them were youths. The study also revealed that most of the growers. of oil palm where
mairied and majority of the respondents had atfained up fo secondary level of education. The study
found out:that majority of the péople on the Bugala Istand had stayed for more than 21 years. The.
major economic activity on the island was fishing with 32% followed by farming and the major
crops grown were oil palm, cassava and matocke. The study revealed that the major probleins. faced
by-oil palm growers were pests and diseases, seasonal variations, delayed payments among others.
The study also. revealed ';hat oit palm growing has adverse effects such as eutrophication, silting,
destruction of breeding cycles among others on water resources, soil compaction, exhaustion and

death of living organisms among others on soil.

The study revealed Changes in rainfall patterns and increase in temperatures among others as the
major adverse effects of oil palm growing on micro climate, and deforestation on vegetation cover,
The study also revealed that the respondents were aware of environmental taws and policies related
to the activity of il palm growing and these included observing the 200m buffer zone, wetlands
policy, bye laws among others. Then alse respondents were aware of the different forms of
government. intervention for example giving out seedlings, protecting central forest reserves,
employing environmenial personnel among others. Finally the study revealed that the people
engaged in oil palm growing had received different forms of environmental guidance when growing

the oil paim.

xiv




Basing_ on the findings of this study it is recommended that the growers of oil palm should plant
trees at the borders of their plantations tfo reduce soil erosion, should not apply chemicals on the
palm trees that were planted with in the buffer zone, then also:should ensure that the buffer zones.
from water resources are observed all these will enable them carry out the -activity with less
contamination of water resources. The growers of oil palin should separate these gardens from food
crop gardens and alse should plant crops with same root system as the palm trees especially when
they ‘are stilll'_youn_g,-this will enable them solve the challenges associated with food insecurity. The
company should encourage reforestation, planting tfees at the borders: of plantations and then the
government should enforce the protection of ceniral forest reserves because these shall curb

d_e’forestation,_ biodiversity loss and changes in the micro climate
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CHAPTER ONE; INTRODUCTION
1.0 Introduction

This report presents an assessment of the community perception on the environmental impacts of cil palm

growing on Bugala Istand kalangala district..

1.1 Background of the study

Oil palm is a tropical téee crop which is mainly grown for the industrial prod'uction of vegetable oil and its
cultivation has become central in the recent years, For industrial purposes, the oil extracts are used miainly
for producing cooking oil, cosmetics and détergent making, The oil is also treasurable in the automobile
industry, where the fossil fuels are d_ecreasi'ng and the demand from biofuels keeps increasing at the global

scalé,

In 1991, the government started the comimercialization of oil palm growing on the Bugala Island and this
was done through a public private partriership (ppp) between bidco and the state. This project was'one of
the.components of vegetable oil development project (VODP) implemented by the Ministry of
Agricutture, Animal Industry and Fishieries (MAATF).

‘The intention"af promoting oil palm in Uganda was to alleviate poverty, increase domestic production of
vegetable oils and reduce Uganda’s reliance on vegetable oil imports. Before the beginning of the
Vegetable Oil Development Project (VODP), Uganda was importing USD 90 to 130millions of the
precious oil every year according to the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD, 2008)
Later in2003,:the state acquired a 10an from international funid for agricuttural development and a nucléus
estate was established oh the island, Bidco fogether with Wilmer an international oil palm plantation
company from Malaysia established oil palin Uganda limited (OPUL) which was responsible far rurining
the nucleus estate and also ensuring produiction of crude oil that was to be taken to jinja to make final
products such as soap and cooking oil. The oil palm growing project is jointly funided by the International
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), Uganda government and the private sector comprising of
BIDCO, Wilnier and out growers (MAAIF, 2000)

In 2003, at the beginning of oil palm -growing the _gavi_a}fnment intended to. protect the ecosystem of Lake.
Victoria-by imposing envirenmental constrains to BIDCO through the Environment Tmpact Assessment

(E1A). The initial conditions mentioned that a buffer zone of 200 meters along the shores would prevent

]
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