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AJ3STRACT
This' study'focused on the community perception on the environmental impacts-of oil palm growin~

on Bugala Island, kalangala district.

Qualitative. methods were used to. collect data. were. used and this' involved. usiqg questionnaires,

interviews, observation and secondary data. The data was collected .from a sample of 71

respondents and analyzed. using excel and SPSS statistical packages 'and results presented using Q)'

use of frequencytables, pie charts, doughnuts and graphs among others.

In depth review ofliierature of various.scholars, environmental agencies' reports and publication as
well. as browsing through internet was done with aim of achieving of the objectives of the study.

The study focused on the.most significant impacts of oil palmcultivation on-soil, vegetation, micro-

climate and water.

The study 'revealed that more men were involvedin the lucrative activity of oil palm growingand

majoriry of them were youths. The studyalso revealed thatmost of the growers. of .ojl palm where

married and majority ofthe respondents .had attained up to secondary level of education. The study.
found out: that. majority pf the. people on the' Bugala Island had stayed for 'more' than 21 years. The.

major: economic activity on the island, 'Was fishing with 32% followed by farming and the major

crops grown were oil palm, cassava and rnatooke, The .study revealed that the major problems faced.

by oil palm growers were-pests and diseases, seasonal variations, delayed payments among others.

The study-also ..revealed that oil palm: growing has adverse 'effects -such as eutrophication, 'siJting,

destruction Of breeding cycles among others on water resources, sell-compaction, exhaustion and

death of living organisms among others on soil.

The study- revealed Changes in rainfall patterns and increase ih temperatures among others. as the

maj:6r adv.erse effects of oil palm growing-on micro Climate, and deforestation on -vegetation cover,

The-study also revealed that' the respondents were. aware of environmental laws and policies.related

to the activity of oil PAlin growing .and these included 'observing the 200m buffer zone, wetlands

:policy; bye. laws among others .. Then also respondents were aware of the different forms of

government intervention for example giving out seedlings, protecting central, forest reserves,

employing .environrnental personnel among others. Finally the study revealed that the people

engaged 'in, oil palm growing had received different fOnTIS of environmentalguidance when growing

the on palm,

"iv



Basing on the findings of this s,Wd.y· it is recoin mended 'that the growers of-oil palm should plant

trees. at the' borders of-their plantations to reduce soil erosion, should not apply chemicals en the

palm trees that were- planted with inthe buffer, zone, then also: should ensure that the buffer zones,

from water resources are observed all these will enable them carry out 'the 'activity with less

contamination-of water resources. The.growers of oil palm should separate these 'garderisJrom food

crop .gardens and-also Should plant crops with same-root system as -.the palm trees especially when

they 'are stil(y~)Ung;-this wHI 'enable them solve the challenges associated with food insecurity. The

company should encourage refore-station" p1antin,g trees atthe borders: of plantations and then the
'government should enforce" the protection of central forest reserves because these shall curb

deforestation, biodiversity loss and changes In the micro climate
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CHAPTER .oNE; INTRODUC;'nON

'LO Introduction

Tltis report presents an assessment of'the community perception onthe environmental impacts ofoil Palm

growing on Bugala Island kalangala district,

1.1 Background of the study

Oil palm, is ~ tropical tree crop-which is inainly grown forthe industrial production of vegetable oil and its

cultivatlon has become central, .in the recent Years. Fer industrial purposes, the oil extracts are used rriainly

for producing cooking oil, cosmetics and detergent making. The oil IS also 'treasurable in the automobile

industry, Where the fossil fuels are decreasing and the demand from blofuels keeps, increasing at the global

scale:

In 1991, the government started, dle cornrnercializatlon of oil palm growing onthe Bugala Island and this

'was'~Qne,through,a public-private partnershipIppp) between bidcoand the state. This project wasone oJ

the components ofvegetable oil development project, (VODP), implemented' by the Ministry of

Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries (MAAfF)'.

'The intentionof promoting oil palm 'in Uganda was to alleviate poverty, increase domestic productloll'o(

vegetable 'Oilsand reduce Uganda'sreliance on vegetable oil imports. Before the beginning of the.

Vegetable Oil Development Project (VODP)~ Uganda was importing usn 90 to 150milHons of the
precious QiI every, year according to the International Fund for Agricultural Development '(IFAD, 2008)

Later i~20Q3,;the state acquired a loan from internationalfund for agricultural development.and a nucleus

estate was established on the 'island. Bidco together With Wilmer au international oil palm plantation

.company from Malaysia established oil palm Ugandalimited (OPUL) which was responsiblefor running

tire nucleus estate and also ensuring production of crude oil that was to, be taken to jinja to make final

:prb'duci!;' SI,lCh as soap and.cooking oil. The oil palm growing 'project I.Sjointly funded by the International

Fund for Agricultural Development (WAD), Uganda.government and the-private sector comprising of

BlDCQ, Wilmer and out growers (MAAIF, 2000)

In 2()O~>at the beginning of oil palm growing the government intended to"protect the ecosystem of Lake,

Victoria,by,iniposing environmental constrains to Broca through the Environment Impact Assessment

(EJA)., The: initial conditions mentioned that a buffer zone ofzo6 meters along the shores would ,'prevent

.1
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