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| ABSTRACT
This study was carried out to identify the effects of urbanization on the environment in Kampala
district taking Makindye division as a case study. It mainly focused on the effects of urbanization
on land resources. The study used both primary and secondary data which was collected through
four data collection methods that is: questionnaire, interview, observation and documentary
-analysis. Both probability and non probability sampling techniques were used to come up with
the sample of 68 respondents. Excel 2010 and SPSS were used to analyze the data that was
collected, The results about the causes of urbanization in the area indicated that the major cause
or factor leading to development of the area was infrastructural development. The results about
the effects of urbanization on 'tht_e' e_nvi_r‘o_nmént indicated thet the major effect of urbanization on
the environment in the area was the incteased solid waste problem, The results about the possible
solutions inaddressing the effects of urbanization on the environment indicated that the major
policies put in place to manage the environment from the effects of urbanization were garbage
collection and monitoring and the major measures that were suggested by the respondents. were-
planting trees'and garbage collection, It was concluded that more still rieeds to be done to protect
the environment of Kampala from the increasing effects of urbanization. This could be through
improved solid waste management practices, proper urban planning, planting trees along various
poinits in the-area and intensifying the catrying out of Environmental Impact Assessment for the
different development projects before they are carried out. This would enable the achiévement of
sustainable developthent where we are able to obtain development while at the same time
protecting the environment from being harmed by the developments. Thus ensuring that people
in urban areas are able to enjoy the benefits of urbanization or development in the form of
incréased émployment opportiinities, improved service delivery, improved standards of living as
well as putting the urban space to efficient. use while at the same time be able to obtain the,
services provided by the envitonmient such as climate regulation and water purification among

others.
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CHAPTER ONE: GENERAL INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction and background to the study
The- degradation of the environment caused by urbanization is an issue of growing concern

worldwide, particularly in developing countries like Uganda.

Urbanization refers to the general increase in population and thé amount of industrialization of a
settlement. Itincludes an increase in the number and extent of cities. It symbolizes the movement
of people. from rural to urban areas. Urbanization happens because of the increase in the extent

and density of urban areas. (Uttara, Bhuvandas, & Aggarwal, 2012)

Urbanization is-a global trend and has largely been a positive force for economic growth, poverty:
reduction, and human development, Urbanization is understood as a population shift from rural
to urban areas; it is the gradual increase in the ptoportion of people living in urban areas and the
ways in which each society adapts to the change. It is predominantly the process by which towns
and cities are formed and become larger as more people begin living and working in_ urban areas:
(GOU, 2017) |

The National Library of Med.ic'iﬁe‘ defines urbanization as” the population shift from rural areas
to urban areas, the decrease in the propoition of people living in rural areas, ‘and how each
society adapts to this change”. Urbanization is also looked at as a process by which towns and.
cities are formed. Cities are important drivers of development and poverty reduction in both
urban and rural areas b’ecaus.e 'fhey are places where entrepreneurship, technological innovation,:

and otlier economic activity can flourish (Utited-Nations, 2014)

Urbanization has generally béen a positive force for economic growth, poverty reduction, and
human development and yet urban areas are places where entrepreneutship and tectinological
innovation can thrive. Urban areas also serve as hubs for the development, where the proximity-
of commerce, government and transportation provide the infrastructure. necessary for s'harin'g_

knowledge and information™ (UnitedNations, 2018).

Uganda is currently experiencing rapid urbanization estimated at 20% and by 2050 will be

among the most urbanized countries in Africa (GOU, 2017). In Uganda, urbanization has been
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