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ABSTRACT
The study ‘aimed at examining the ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF VERMICULITE
INDUSTRY CASE OF NAMEKERA VERMICULITE ENDUSTRY IN BUTIRU SUB-
COUNTY IN MANAFWA DISTRICT. The general objective of the study was to defermine the
environmental impacts of vermiculite industry on the livelihood of people living in Butiru sub-
county, Manafiwa district. The study used both qualitative arid quantitive approaches to collect data
-that was anal.}’zed and presented by the help of computer software like spss and excel. The methods.
of used to collect data were interviews, questionnaires (appendix 1), and field observations. The
data was collected from the sample of 60 respondents patticularly from the industrial workers and

the immediate communities or villages around the vermiculite industry..

It was established that the community of Butiru has been affected by the existence of the:
vermiculite industry attributed to its industrial activities thus agricultural production has been.
lowered and also prevalence of the. health problems faced by the community natives and the

industrial workers.

It has been indicated in the ﬁndi_n_g_s where the local communities are affected by agricultural losses
in crop production and anirrial rearing due to industria] activities. It was found out that alsoc the
highest number of respondents is affected by the health problems due to the existence of the
vermiculite industry and its inumc_ting activities espec_ia_i.l_y d__uring processing of vermiculite hence
flu has been the prominent health problem faced by the locals. Also finditigs indicate that most.
ndividuals and the entire community liave benefited {rom the existeénce of the vermiculite industry

through infrastructural development and employment opportunities.

Findings also show that the industrialization policies and rules are not enforced properly due to
severe pollution and low compensations offered to the affected parties thus the quality of the
environment has been damiaged. Also findings- indicate that most respondents incur loss or costs in
obtaining clean safe water from nearby villages which could have not been the case it the industry
never existed.

Therefore this study will be used by policy and decision makers in designing and implementing the
policies in regard of allocation of industrial projects and processing sites of vermiculite and other

related mineral industries when setting up the standaids for acceptable levels of emissions

xi




(pollution levels) without compromising the welfare of the a biotic and biotic ecosystem services or

functionality hence attaining Sustainable development and environmental quality.

[n sumritary; the vermiculite industiy emits a lot of dust.and smoke particles into the environment
that has affected negatively the local communities of Butiru sub-county through business
mconveniences, loss incurred in obtaining-clean safe water and poor agricultural yields plus severe’

casés of [iealth problems affected the locals in the industry and the entire community.
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 INFRODUCTION
This-chapter briefly elaborates on the location of the study area arid the vermiculite mine site thus digging

partially deep in to the formation-of vermiculite minéral and mining in Uganda,

1.2 Back ground:

Nainekera vermiculite industry is found in Manafwa district of eastern Uganda. 1t's in between two sub-
counties that Bugobero where the mineral is excavated and Butiru where the processing plant is
constructed. Manafwa is bordered by Kenya in the east, Bududa in the north, Mbale in the North West-and
Tororo in the south west of U-g_r;lnda. It's located ‘off Mbale —Tororo 11knis from Magodesi trading centre-
found in Butiru -Bugolbem.:s’ub-c’ounti'es. in Manafwa district. It emiploys over 100 employees including the
technical, semi and un-skilled employees. This industry was established in early 2000’s by IBI
Corporation, a Canadian mining company. Namekera Mining Operation;, the largest vermiculite mine in
Uganda. Rio Tinto Vermiculite (_3"011-_1_1:)2111_}r bought the mine from IBI Corporation and currently is owned by
the Gulf Resources an Australian company. The mine is considered t6 be one of the largest high grade.

vermiculite mineral deposits in the world, (http://bit.l¥/INTEWAD)
1.3 THE UGANDA’S VERMICULITY INDUSTRY:

The mining, industry of Uganda, documented as early as the 19203, witnessed a booim in the 1950s with a
record of 30 percent of the country's exports, It recéived a further boost when mining revenues increased
by 48 percerit between 1995 and 1997, Flowever, the World Bank reported that the sector's contribution to
gross domestic product (GDP) dropped fram 6. percent during the 1970s to below 0.5 percent in 2010,
Uganda's extractive industry activities have been identified by the.Natural Resource- Governance. Institute
as focused on "extraction of cobalt, gold, copper, iron ore, ningsten, steel, tin and other industrial products
such as cement, diamonds, salt.and vermiculite", Limestone is sold in local markets whereas. gold, tin, and

{fungsten are major exports:

Vermiculite is a naturally oceurring mineral mined in the United States, Brazil, Argentiha, Mexico, South

Africa, Zimbabwe, Kenya, Uganda, Egypt, India, Russia, China, Japan, and Australia. Mined vermiculite
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