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Abstract

A refrospective study was carried out to assess the prevalence of bovine tuberculosis in cattle
slaughtered at Uganda Meat Industries abattoir [ocated in Kampala with the' main objective of
assessing - the'prevalence, in the different livestock types and finding out their origin. The
study was for the period of eight years (2005/2012) and all livestock staughtered in this time
were used as study samples. Carcasses recorded to have been TB infected at post mortem
were all recorded as cases. Of the 59682 slaughtered cattle - within this _p_eriod, 76 were
condemned as TB cases. This resulted in (0.13%) prevalence which ranged: from (0%) to
(0.27%) across the study years. The difference in prevalence between livestock types
slaughtered in the abattoir was also done and cattle were found to have signiﬁc-antly high
prevalence of (0.04%) as compared to smail ruminanis (goats & sheep) that had (0.004%).
Districts with high carcass condemnatiens due to TB were also identified with Mpigi district
having the highest number of total carcass condemnations and the least being recorded in the
districts of Masindi, Luwero and Mbarara. The overall livestock prevalence was (0.049%)
‘suggesting that the disease is prevalent in all livestoek species and. collective efforts are
required in the control. Further research should be done in otheér abdttoirs 1o establish the
disease prevalence in the slaughtered animals and also more studies should be done at the

national to establish the disease prevalence in the country.




CHAPTER ONE
1.1 BACKGROUND

Bovine tuberculosis .remains an important zoonosis that has impact. on national and
international irade of animal products of any country, The Zoonosis is widely spread and is
neglected by most developing couritries (Maudlin, 2009) and yet it’s the major cause of
abattoir condemnations and in human, it's ranked the second “killer” in the world (WHO
report, 2012).

Mycobacterium bovis-is primarily the cause of tuberculosis in cattle and it affests all cattle
species although the Bosindicus (zebus and Brahmans) are reported to be more resistant to the
disease than Bostaurus (exotic breeds) mainly because of thie long exposure, they have

developed resistance (Reilly & Darbon, 1995).

Bovine TB in cattle is almost in every country of the world and infection has been:reported in
69% of countries in the tropics and in 80% of countries in Africa (OIE report, 2000).Uganda
in particular, there is-no cléar information available on the overall prevalénce and the extent
of the disease burden but there is clear evidence that the disease exists among, livestock herds
in the country and is causing economic loses to farmers evident by abattoir condemnations of

carcasses (Asiimwe, 2008).

Efforts by the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries to establish disease free
zonés in order to penetrate the European market is constrained with prevalence of animal
discases especially this zoonosis which is increasingly becoming multiple dr_u_'g resistant when
transmitted to man (OIE report, 2000).

The Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries in (2004) recominended the Meat
Parkers now kiiown as Uganda Meat Industries -abatioir as a step in production-of meat with
high' quality. The abattoir begun to operate Fu]]_y in 2005 with the expectation that cattle
delivered to it would be from specialized ranches of the Country where management
especially for diseases has improved to greater levels as compared to the traditional systems

which are stilf practiced by the local commubities thus production of disease free carcasses.

However, at the: initial stages, animals came from various parts of the country until today

when it mainly receives from specialized ranches though in few incidences from the city
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