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ABSTRACT

‘This stidy was undertaken 1o document the role of medicinal plants in the treatment of caitle
diseases in Serere district, with the general objective of identifying and documenting the.
medicinal plants used in treatment of cattie diseases. A total of 80 cattle keepers were
purposively selected for the study in.the Sub Counties of Kateta, Kyere, Pingire and Bugondo
and the datda was colletted using a semi-structuied questionnaires, observation guides, key
informant interviews aind field guided walk from March to April 2015, Specimens of plants that
were used for treatment of cattle diseases were collected, coded and botanically identified. The
common medicinal __p‘!a‘n‘ts’ families of the 25 families identified were Euphorbiaceae (97.3%),
Poacede (7.3%), Meliaceae (7.3%), Fabaceae (4.8%), Solanaceae (4.8%), Combretaceae (4,8%)
and Cucurbitaceae (4.8%). The main medicinal plant parts used were the root (70%). The oral
route (68.5%) was commonly used in administration of medicinal plants remedies which were
prepared mainly as cold extracts (86.4%). A total of 28 cattle diseases/conditions were reported
by the farmers to be treated using medicinal planits. The challenges faced by the farmers in the
use of medicinal plants were mainly difficulty in preparation of the remedies/extracts (30.3%)
and seasonal unavailability of .plants (16.7%). elimatic change and deforestation (9.1%) and
lower efficacy (9.1%). The plants were sourced from wild (76.2%), cultivated sources (13%) and
Agricultural gardens (8.85%). There area large number of medicinal plants:which have not been
documented in Serere district. Therefore, documentation of these plants fogether with their
indigenous knowledge before they become extinét is highly needed. Further scientific research

should be contacted to test the efficacy of these plauts.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

The term of medicinal plants include a various types of plants used in herbalism and some of
these plants have a medicinal aetivities. These medicinal plants are considered as rich resources
of ingredients which can be used in drug development and synthesis (Tibi, 2012). Medicinal
‘plants form the backbone of the traditional medicine system in the-whole world (Bukuluki ez ai.,
2014). Unfortunately, these miedicinal plants and the supported traditional medicinal system aré
at risk of dwindling not only due to current trends in population growth and land use but aiso
compromised harvesting and ‘conservation practices. This is particularly distressful considering
an estimated 75-95 percent of the world’s rural population relying on herbal traditional medicine
for their primary health care (Bukuluki et /., 2014). For developing counuries, régardless of
being in rural or urban areas, an estimated 70-80 percent of population use traditional medicines
to support health care (WHO, 2008), as Ramero:Daza, (2002) also. states the use ¢f medicinal
plants all over the globe has supported PHC and the number of plants existing ranges from 230
to 500 thousand plant species.and around1-10% are used as food for human and animals, and
Curative properties of plants for livestock diseases have been recorded in several different parts
of the world.

Despite the wide spread practices on medicinal plant use, very little of their usage has been
documented in Serere district in the freatment of caitle diseases. Knowledge on use of medicinal
plants is' slowly disappearing due to modernization, urbanization and use 6f Orthodox medicine
and.drugs (Yesilada & Sezik, 2003). To-date; specific ethno pharmacological studies catried out
in pastoral areas of Uganda have been limited, yet ¢thino veterinary medicine could be used t a
grear advantage in the treatment of many cattle diseases in the face of drug resistance in the
socio-cultural context of resource poor farmers for sustainable livestock production (Nalule e/
al., 201T) since the majority of cattle keepers in fural areas of Uganda are far from veterinary
stations and those having access may not be able to afford their services {Sori, 2004). Therelore,.
documentation of the medicinal planis used in treatment of cattle diseases. from this vesearch

would contribute to the promotion of livestock industry in Uganda as the main objective of this
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