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ABSTRACT

Boer goat production is considered to be one of the best enlerprises known to boost hoisehold
nutrition and income. Ih Uganda Boer goats were introduced in the early 1990s by the NGOs, CBOs,
Religious organizations and government programs like NAADs and NUSAF.The study was
conducted in Tki Tki Sub County, Budaka district to assess the contribution of Boer goat preduction

to the livelihood of farmers under NAADs program.

A total of 100 re_s;pondént‘s wete interviewed and 60 were Boer goats farmers while 40 were non
Boei goat farmers. The respondents were selected randomly from the 10 randomly selected villages.
Semi structured questionnaires were administered to the farmers through the face to face interviews
and the responses were recorded. The questionnaire captured the information on the socio econpmic.
characteristics of tarmers. The data collected was. analyzed using SPSS version 16 and the results

presented using table, pie charts and tables.

. The farmers revealed that they were keeping the Boer goats majorly for income (58%) and most of
them (67%) consumed meat monthly. The study further indicate that most of the respondents (70%)
had the total annual income less than 5 million and 45% and 40% obtained 1/8 and ¥ of the annual
income from goats while the few 2% who had specialized in goat rearing had over 2/3 of their total
income(20Million) from goats. The result further shows that 41% of respondents said that Boer goats
farming contributed greatly to the total house hold annual income in flow and nutrition as compared

to the otlier enterprises.

However it can be recommended that extension services to farmers should focus on attitude change,
the locsﬂ government through NAADs should sensitize farmers on good enterprise selection and mix
for commodity specialization and also higher level commeodity production and marketing
organization should be established where Boer goaf farmers could access market services at

affordable terms to benefit from econorhies of scale.
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CHAPTER ONE INTRODUCTION
1.1 INTRODUCTION
This research was carried out in Tki-Iki Sub County, Budaka district on the contribution of Boer goat

production to the livelihoods of farmers under NAADS program.

Crop agriculture is the main economic activity in the District, occupying 86% of the population
according to 2002 national census, Cassava, millet sorghumm, cotton, maize, and beans are the major
crops grown in the region. Also Budaka district has a vatiety of livestock ranging from cattle, goats,
and poultry boasted by the fact that it is within the cattle corridor which has atiracted re-stocking

initiatives from Government.
Commoon Breeds of Goats found in Budaka District.

Small East African goats; These goats are found almost in all comers of Uganda consis’ting of
varying colors like, red, white, grey, which is predominant with Short fine hair. Mature weight of
small east African goats for Buck is 25kg and 22kg for doe. They are generally small but not
dwarfed, Small light horris and beards common for males, Ear are short, prick and horizontal. Daily
weight-gain is 25g. There are high incidences of twinning and they breed all year round.

Mubende Goats: These goats are widely: distributed throughout Uganda and bave the following
chatacteristics; Coat color; predominantly black with shades of white, gray and spoited. Mature
weight for Mubende goats include; Males: 30-35kg. Female: 25-30kg Medium to long head. Males
have mane but. commonly polled. Horns are curved and short, facing backwards. Ears are medium
and laterally orientated. Daily weight gain; 0-6inomth:62g. 6-12month: 35g. 12-18month: 32¢g. 18-
24month: 35g.The hide is highly rated in-quality internationally.

1.2 Background

National Agricultural Advisory Services NAADS was established in 2001 aimed at overcoming
institutional constraints that were perceived to be underniining farmers’ access to quality 'lc'n'owledge
and productivity enhancing technologies. The key objective was transformation of public delivery of
agricultural extension services into a largely private ‘sector-led de’l"i"\_'aery' system. under a client or

farmer controlled arvangement (UNFFE, 2011).

Boer goat is considered to be one-of the most desirable goat bieeds for meat production. It has gained
worldwide recognition for excellent body conformation, fast growing rate and good carcass quality.
1t has been demonstrated that Boer goats can improve productive performance of many indigenous
breeds through cross breeding, It has a sirong impact on the meat goat industry globally
(Christopher, 2002).
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