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ABSTRACT
The study was carried out in Soroti slaughter abattGir, located in Soroti municipality, Soroti
district fora period of two month (March to April 2013).The overall objec-_ti\i’e of the study was

lo deterniine the prevalence of gross pathological liver lesions in cattle slaughtered at Sototi

abattoir, Identification of the lesions at the abattoir was by gross obsetvation. The case samples

were randomly selected for examination from cattleé slaughtered during the study period and
using the principle of meat inspection, they were observed, palpated and where necessary incised
for différent liver lesions. Observation was dene inside a controlled room.environnient with the.

help of a paid government meat ihispector.

Gross pathological ﬁndi‘n_gs and their respective prevalerice were: Fasciolinsis 57.1%, liver
cirrhosis 10.7% and Abscesses 9.3% were the major lesions that were found during the-study.
Based -on. Chi- test statistic, there was a sighificant relationship belween these lesions ‘and

different levels of condemnation that were undertaken at the abattoir.

In conclusion; the study revealed high prevalence of liver lesions in catile slaughtered at Soroti
abattoir with 84 (84.8%) of the livers affected by condemnation rule (n=99). This therefore
means that only 15 {15.2%) livers were passed free of any liver lesions. It's an insight on the
licld condition of the animals and a lot is 1© be done. Further research. installation of an
incinerator for burning the ¢ondemned organs, sensitization of farmers on the impact.of watering
peints on the epidemiclogy of -veterinary diseases and establishment of a well equipped

laboratory in Soroti district-were highly recommended.




CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 Back ground _

The liver is the largest internal organ in the body and aceounts for 2.5% of the total body weight
(Ross & Pawlina, 2007). It performs a number of vital functions; the most important being the
conversion of carbohydrates to glycogen, storage of vitamins (A, D, B12) and minerals. It also
carries .out Synthesis of plasma proteins like ‘albumin, fibrinogen and globolin (McGavin &

Zachary, 2007); (J: Anderson, 1982).

The liver is the {irst organ of the body 10 undergo mictoscopic changés when the animal suffers
from an acute infectious disease and it’s the last to assume normality should the animal survives
(H. Smith, Jones, & Hunt, 1972)

The liver is normally affected with a number of conditions that warrants its -.éondemnati'on in
staaghier. places (abattoirs; slaughter slabs, among others) and these includes; Fascioliasis,
Hydatidosis, telengiéetasis, abscesses. “Sawdust” and many others. Liver citthosis, Faseioliasis,
abscesses and Mvdearidosis are the major conditions that regults in partial or total condemnations
of the livers in the abattoir, among other coniditions. This therefore implies that liver lesions. can
fead 10 considerable losses due to condemnation as well as financial losses to cattle waders,

Butchers and Farmers (Libby, 1975).

The faet liver lesion manifestations are in apparent which makes diagnosis difficult during ‘ante
mortem inspection, and that the liver is considered the most important organ for animal health
production and réproduction: it’s important to evaluate the state of health of the liver since this.
organ is involved in many disease procgsses either primarily or secondarily. Any liver damage
distirbs metabolic processes that are vital for nermal healti and optimum productivity (Sohair &

Eman, 2009).

1.2 Problem statement

The shorlage of veterinary services in the livestock rearing areas in Soroti district and

surrounding areas in Teso sub region has led to widespread occurrence of diseases in traditional

cattle herds. Cattle brought for slaughter in Soroti abattoir therefore harbor chronic or sub
1 .
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