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ABSTRACT

For agrarian societies, access and ownership ofland plays a key role. in the production

process in developing countries. like Uganda where rural livelihoods depend almost entirely
on farming (agricultural produce) derived from the land. Many academics and women

activists have stressed the importance of equitable. land distribution between men and women

as a way to promote production. This is partly because ensuringthe protection of women's

land fights has enabled even the most vulnerable rural women, widows and those with

orphans, to derive a·ITIorC secure livelihood from farming, This study selected the case of

Karnuli District in Eastern Uganda, an area where women's land rights .have )101 yet been

given much attention in practice. This study focuses on women's awareness in Kamuli
District on how the existing legal and institutional frameworks can be supportive to the

women's access to land.The study explored the level of knowledge of rural women about
their existing land rights and actions being taken to help overcome obstacles that limit their.

access and ownership of land, Findings revealed that the majority of respondents (around

60%) .had experienced land disputes involving ~ender issues, and that about 90% were aware
of the existence of womerr's land rights as codified and legislated by the laws of'the.Rcpublic

of Uganda. The studyalso found that local council courts and district land boards were

important When it comes to settling land disputes in Kam 1.1Iidistrict. Finally, the study found

that women's fightto protect andclaim their land.rights have generally been effective (in

three quarters of all cases). However. women '5 struggles for equal access and ownership of

land are being affected by-corruption, which is prevalent within the judicial system.

Furthermore, their struggle to exercise and realize their right to land is also exacerbated by
the high level of women's poverty. The study concluded that there is need for-women to have

more interest in their OWl} rights to land, and that this. should involve speci fie ownership and

user rights, as well as improved customary access to land. Specific measures from various

institutions is needed to help ensure that awareness women participation ill decision making

011 matters related to land is scaled.
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CaAPTERONE

1.0·BACKGROPND.

According 'to environment and' natural resources sub-sector gender rnainsrrearning strategy
20 ~6~202'1) the term gender has increasingly acquired a social meaning where it defines Jl0W

men. and. women relate in -society ..(ClarjQn~2001) The social meaning refers to social

characteristics 'Of one's biolcgiealsex. These characteristics' include gender-based division 'of

labour whereby duties are allocated onthe basis one's sex. For exampl,e the: female gender is

allocated duties such as cooking, washing and other domestic chores, which belong to the
private rather than the public .sector, while the 111 ale 'gender- is allocated non-domestic duties

such as. decision making, ore.ad winning and others, which belong' to the public sector

(Clai"iori,200'1). It denotes the manner in which women and 111Cn arc differentiated and

ordered in .a given socio-cultural.context (Signne, 1994); Gender is thus .a relational concept,

which. describes how men and women by virtue' oftheir socially constructed differences

relateto The phenomena around them (Hazzel and Barden, ,2'd'o0). Gender socially constructed

roles of men, and women to the interaction of 111~n.and women includes thedifferentiation

between men and-women in terms of income, social status" literacy and other factors (Hazzel

.and Barden,2000)

Broadly speaking, land use patterns in Uganda can be divided into three components, namely;

agriculture (crops and livestock), the built areas, arrd land reserved for conservation.

Agriculture is the dominant form of land use,in: the 'country, 'and crop, production is the Key

economic. activity undpr this -sector, Almost 70% of 'farm holdings are engaged, In crop

production as a principal activity and abour25% arc engaged 'in mixed numin~. Ugandan

farmers 'grow both -food' and whatare 'considered traditional cash crops. Thetraditional cash
crops. are Coffee (Arabica and Robusta), Cotton, Tea and Tobacco. These have for a long

time formed the bulk of-the country's.agricultural exports, earning the much-desired foreign

exchange. However; as Uganda's exports become increasingly diversified due (0' trade'

12

liberalization, the country's non-traditional .agricultural export. crops have taken on an

increasing importance as foreign 'exchange earners. The.Agricultural sector is responsible
. .

fOi' almost half oJ dw Gross Domestic.' Product, arid employs Cl9SC to ,So% of toe

population.Other forms of land ~ISC that contribute significantly to the national economy

Include; Wildlife Management (through tourism and 'eli1ploymcnt)" Forestry (provision' of

forest resources and .services), Wetlands management (through wetlands products and

services), and. Human settlements (through industrial production, commercial enterprises

.and employment)
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