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ABSTRACT
The .selected wetlands of Kaitabahurna, kiribanywa and Wambabya wetland provide important
ecosystem goods and-services on which the communities around them rely for their- livelihood.
However, these wetlands are faced with some of the most, severe forms of unsustainable US~,

which has reduced the ability of these wetlands to provide the needs of a growing population. A
number of specific interventions have been initiated to reverse the situation. However; most of
these have pursued different resource use options, without knowledqe of- the values th!3t
residents 'attach to the different wetland l,15,eS, and thus their preferences for different
manaqementoptions, Among the key hindrances-to sustainable management of the wetlands is
lack of knplJVledge of the economic values of the wetlands in regard of the' different wetl~l1d
uses. This, study aimed at identifying the economic value 'Of ecosystem services provided by
wetlands. role of wetlands inenhancinq community. livelihood and resilience.to climate chanqeirr
the Aibertiqe-reqlon, western U.ganda a case study 'on 'Wam.b-abya, Kaitabahurna and kiribanywa
wetlands, ill Holme district. The overall.objective.for thestudy was to attach economic value to
the ecosystem services that wetlands provide to communities around them in·relation to peoples
livelihood attainment in these surrounding communities. The .study was cross sectional and used
both qualitative and quantitative approaches of data collection; data collected was analyzed and
presented in tables. The methods of data collection w.ere basically interviews, quesjicrmaires.and
observation of-events In th.e field, ,A total number of 70 (seventy) rsspondents WqS selected 'for
this, research study and these were from three different. study sites that is' Watnbabya,
Kaitabahuma and kiribanywa wetlands. The: main data collection tools employed for the study
w.ere questionnaires and field observation. The valuation methods' used were basically
continqent valuation and market price of products. These methods were essential in ascertaining
how much amount the respondents "ate wil.ling to pay for the 'different 'ecosystem' services
provided. by .the wetlands in Hoirna district. The, finding:> revealed that there w.ere many women
involved in subsistence farming than men. The majority of the, households derive their livelihood
from the wetlands around tlleir communities. Findings further, show that most.lrrdividuals use, 'the
wetland for agriculture among other activities like brick layinq, grazing and hunting. The
e~Ynings from these' activities per month continue to, decline because of the ~hangihg 'status of
the.wetlands that Is in terms of the biodiversity and the low "Yater levels; this ~a~'pe attributed to
the, poor use of the wetland areas by the surrounding community which has resulted Into the
dewadation of-the wetlands in Hoima district,

Key Wi,rds: Ecosystem-services. wetlands, Economic value, fresh wstec.Atbertinereqkm; western Uganda.
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· C,HAPTER~ 1": INTROD'UCTIQ,N

1.0. INTRODUCTION
This chapterincludes .a description of the study and the analysis of the' research problem.

It includes the problem identification, description arid the justification of the study. It also

includes the research objectives and conceptual frame work, and the scope of the research' study

1.1. BACK GROUN'D
In, order to make better decisions regatding the use and management of wetland ecosystem

services and their importance to human beings, society must be assessed. The importance or
"value" of ecosystems is viewed ana expressed differently by -different discipllnes. .cultural
conceptions and different philosophical 'views

Wetlands ate hotspots ofthe areas where they are located by the f.a¢t that" they hold a 'great

number of biodiversity (Kipkernboi 2006.). 'So Warnbabyai ~altabahuma and kiribanywa wetland
~ysterns are not only sites, of international importance but also of a great social-economic role at

-the local level as .a. source of water for ·d.QrhesticU,s'e,.livest0ck,and wjldlife; pasture for the 'local

herds of cattle during droughts, fish and materials for handcrafts and thatching houses.
, '

In Ug'anaa wetlands have a, great contrtbuticn to the Gros,s Domestic Product which IS

estimated to' be Ugqnda ShHHf,lgs 6',5 to 7.0 billion (GOU, 20(2). Irr addition, these wetlands'

provide direct income opportunities to rural communities "and indirect ben~ms in form of
environmental goods and services .such as purification of water. control OTfloods and water
slorage'that improves the livelihoods of rural population (Mugisha 2011"Opio 2008). '

!,
i

However, in Uganda; conversion of wetlands, to other- land uses' is increasingly becomin~

evident 'and hence affecting the wetland dependent communities In both urban and rural areas.
POor land use practices around the, W~tla.nds have stimulated human induced environmental

problems' which have negatively affected the availability and socio-economic value of wetland
resources .that are crucial to the livelihoods-of neiSJhbbring local ,communities. The lost wetland

'resources and their socio-economic value..indirectly reflect-the conservation cost the rural people
incur as they search for either scarce wetland resources or substitutes for the.wetlanc ,goods and
services, Consequently, residents walk 100g distances, and .spend more time and 'money while

".oQ.kingfor scarce resources,

1 .
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