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.Aj)STRAcr

Livestock systems occupy about.so per cent of the planet's ice-free ·~errestrial surface area and

directly support.the livelihoods of 600 million poor smallholder fanners inthedeveloping world

The livestock industry in Uganda constitutes an important sub sector of'fhe economy accounting

for 9% and: 17% of the National and Agricultural GDP respectively and Small fanners and

pastoralistsown about 95%.of cattle and ·98~ small ruminants that -produce the. bulk of-milk and

meat. Kapir sub ..county as any other Part of Teso, suffered from insurgency due to civil Wars and

cattle. rustling which resulted in depleted .livestock numbers, In an attempt to restore livestock

production of poor pastoralists, restocking programs were carried out to alleviate poverty but

little' studyhad been.carried out to determine. its impacts in improving livelihoods. The study was

designed to determine the benefits of restocking projects to livelihoods of the poor pastoral

communities, clarifiedthe need: for such projects and further investigated and demonstrated the

'use of livestock as a key factor in improving livelihoods, Questionnaire and interviews were

administered to randomly select household heads; It was found out that-most of the pastoralist

societies live-in large families influenced by a number 'of forces. Cattle and .goats were the main

animals restocked arid Livestock keepers rely mainly on livestock and. their products to survive:
Therefore restocking should consider existing situation, introduce high prolific and productive

livestock,
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CHAPTER ONK:INTRODUCnON
1.1 Background
Livestock systems occupy about 30 per cent of-the planet's Ice-free terrestrial surface area and

are a significant global asset with a.value. of at least $1 .4 .trillion (Steinfeld ei a/.2006), Livestock

directly support the livelihoods of 6.00 million poor smallholder farmers In the. developingworld

and keeping. livestock-is an important risk reduction 'strategy for vulnerable Communities, and

livestock are important providers. of nutrients and traction for growing crops in smallholder

systems. (Thornton et al, 2.006), and 'has a big role in human development and 'protein from

livestock jg needed for physical and. mental development, Livestock production is as. well.

important to socio-economic change i.e. improved income. and quality of life (Philip, 20 IO)

The livestockindustry in Uganda constitutes an important sub sector of the economy accounting

for 9% of the national'GDP 'and 1'7% of the Agricultural GDP (Mugyenyi, 2.005.). It is. estimated

that Uganda: has 6.3 million cattle, 6.8 million goats, 1.1 million sheep, 1.7 million.pigs, ..36,2

million poultry, as the major livestock 'products. being meat; milk, eggs, and .hides arid. skins.

Small farmers and pastoralists own about 9·S.%.of cattle and 98% small ruminants that produce

the bulk of milk and meat (Ohiho·,.2005).

Many organizations both government and' NGOs have been involved in restocking-projects in

areas with depleted livestock numbers, In Teso, 'restocking was focused on rehabilitation of the

region -after the lost. econo my due to long periods of insurg~n~y and cattle rustling that hit the

region in 1990's arid early 2000. Livestock was. introduced to community groups to replace the

lost herds and increase 'productivity (Ojala, 2665J.

As Livestock and crop farming, are the main Source of food production and 'income in rural

farming, in' Teso Farming .system region, encompassing the districts of Ngora, Kurni, Soroti,

Katakwi and Bukedea in Northern Eastern Uganda, is characterized by a bi-modal rainfall, .a

prolonged dry season and. periodic 'droughts. The region 1s·thetefore predominantly' agro-pastoral

as livestockare more resilient to the climatic fluctuations, compared to crops (Oluka,.:20()3').

According to Oxby (1994), poor pastoralists once restocked W(;)UJ~ be .able to leave a .more

desirable life style, based upon livestock.

1
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