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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted inSoroti municipal abattoir, Soroti District from January to May 20 I}

to assess the prevalence of prevalence of C)'s{h:erCll,~tenuicollis (bladder worm) In slaughtered

sheep and ..goats.

The data was collected from theSoroti municipal abattoir-exatniliing; the visceral organs of'every

animal visually, palpated and incised for the detection of cysts on post-mortem inspection of the

i20 slaughtered goats' andsheep,

the date ofcollection, the number and total of Infected animals, age, origin, body condition

SCOl'e -and sex of animals were recorded on the. data collectionsheet.

'.

The data was analyzed and presented using frequency tables and percentages. At a confidence

interval 0['95%,. the overall prevalence of the parasite was 20:8%.

-. It can be. concluded that there' is. no significance. between the prevalei1ce o{ Cysticercus

tenuicollis in goats .and sheep with the place of origin. age, sex and b.ody condition score

(p>O,005), It was observ.ed that sheep were more infested with Cysticercus tenulcollis than .f1oats

(34.8% and 12.2%)respeG.ti'V.ely,

x



·CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1Background

Cystieercus tenuicollis ',s a metacestode ofcanine tapeworm Taenia hydatigen(l which is the

largest cestodes of the dogs. 'Cysticercus tenuicollis is a cyst loosely. filled with transparernfluid,

along necks which IS usually found in the abdomina] viscera attaching to their cavities and livers

of infected animals (Ghaffar, 20 rl).Sheep, goats, horses, pigs and dears are the intermediate.

hosts otcyslic(3fcCUS tenuicollis while dogs, foxes, weasles, polecats, stoats, coyotes. and wolves

are the definitive hosts (DNK :2'01'3).

Ln. slaughter .animals, tenuicollosis has an important economic los? due. to condemnation of

offal's containing these' .The metacestode may serve as a predisposing cause to black 'disease or

may lead to acute traumatic hepatitis 'us well tis a contributory agent of peritonitis (Ghaffar,

20).1).

These small ruminants produce meat, 'I11iIk,.wool, skin and manure, amongst others. They are
kept as ..savings, which can easily' be. converted to' cash if needed 'CWolde.m?riam, 2005). Meat

production from Stl)c11Jruminants is very' important in Uganda. This is so because these animals

are more .suitable tot fail}j1y consumption of 5-1 O. people, than cattle owing to their

comparatively smal I carcasses crO.-15kg) (Nsubuga).

The' rearing ofsrrrall ruminants is traditionally undertaken in an extensive management system

with absolute .grazing. As a result, they are often. faced WI.ih the burden of parasites infestations

which ace responsible for morbidity, mortality and suboptimal production, according to several

researchers (BargeLl9.99; Latson .. 1999); The. parasites .also lead. 1'0 a 'i'cduction in meat and

WOOl production, signi ficanr effect. on weight loss:ofthe 'animals.

1..2Problem statement

In Soroti district the prevalence oLC)slicel'l:lIs tenuioollis inthe goats and sheep slaughtered is

not known YGt infections with tlwse cysts are of'grea; economic importance because they cause

economic losses to farmers due to. condemnation' of infected offal or meat.. . '. . . ,..,"

2.
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