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AUSl'RACT

Village chicken production systems in Africa have ridiculed because of low production

potential. It can be argued that the high mortality rate is the major cause of low production

{Velum, 1'9'87).Mortality is high for free range chickens in comparison with .lntensively housed

birds (Maphosa et al.,.:20Q2),.especially during the' first .6,to 8 weeks of life. Mortality outbreaks

have many consequences 'for livelihoods atboth the community and individual.household levels

including lack of" physical capital to convert into financial capita) .. Data was collected using
questionnaire' and simple random sampling method then analyzed using SPSS (Version 16),

Microsoft Excel and presented using pie charts and bar graphs ..The major- causes of free range

chicken mortality as- ranked by respondents in the .study villages were disease (64%)i .predation

(22.7%), management Muses: (8%), and poornutrjtion (2.7%). Alfhough tespondent~ could tell

the C811Se$ of majority or losses in thetr chicken, still some cases. occurred unnoticed. There' is'

need for creation.ofawareness and. training of'households as to the importance of proper housing

and goo'(j ell icken management,

lx



CHAPTER ONE: INTllOI)UCTIOi~(

1.1 Background,

Poultry have been domesticated tor thousands of years, archaeological evidence suggests that

domesticated chickens existed in China ~?OOO'years'ago (Alders; 2004). 'Domesticated chickens

appeared in Africa many centuries-ago; they are now art established part, of African life: Rural

poultry prcduction plays 'a major role 'in the economy particularly of developing countries

(sonaiya, r990), According to Gueye (2002), 'livestock including chickens are often used as,

buffers to shield rural householdsfrom risks such as food insecurity and cashdeficits. The rain-

fed agricultural production system leaves' a lot of.rural households, prone to seasonal starvation

ana malnutrition (Anderson, 2003). Village chickens have been shown to offset this seasonality

by complementing with other enterprises and providing meatand eggs for.consnmption (Kitalyi,

1998).

Village chicken production is one of the few agricultural enterprises used .to address 'gender

issues in developlng countries (Dolberg, 20'04). Village chickens are raised mainly in free-range,

backyard or semi-intensive systems (Murdibi-Ml1l~a,1992). They obtain most of their feed and'

water by scavenging in the natura'] environment, and mayor may not be given, shelter. The larger

proportion of'village poultry in the national flock populationofdeveloping countries makes them

worth paying attention to improved management and breeding, Almost every household in rural

areas of'Uganda keeps villagepoultry, but the, smallholder poultryproduction sector .continues to

be hampered, by low productivity; poor management, ,p'oultry diseases, predation! pear

reproductive performance, poor growth rates, and lack oforganized markets; These constraints

result from the use of low-performance poultry breeds; various. biological, cultural, 'social and

economic factors that influence, healthy flock, management in villages; and shortage .of feed

l:eSOUWe$ (Kusina and Kusina, 199.9). There, are different constraints In Village chicken

production systems. Village chicken production systems .in Africa have been ridiculed because of

the, low production potential. It 'can be argued that the high mortality rate is the major cause of
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