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ABSTRACT

"'.

The aim of {his study was, to assess the, training needs of indigenous chicken farmers in'

Bududa district. This. was done by determining their knowledge, attitudes ,and practices in the

'areas of chicken. housing, feeding and disease management

Respondents (385) were purposively selected and' 'Interviewed by using questionnaires,

Females were more: involved in the study.

Respondents (75%) were aged below 4'0 yeats of age. Only 8% of the' respondents had never

attained any formal education. More 'than '70% had never attained any poultry: training.

Respondents .owned only the indigenous chicken, The flock sizes ranged from l-$Q, chicken

.and the majority owned Jess than 1) birds. Generally the respondents Were knowledgeable

about chicken housingvfeeding and disease management. Respondents (81%) had exc-ellent

knowledge on chicken housing (6~8 points) and 79% had excellent knowledge on feeding

(11-15 point'S). Regarding disease management, respondents (75%) were more

,knowledgeable about factors helpful for disease management, followed by risk factors for

disease development (74%),-anq followed by ways in which diseases spread (7.2%), followed

by identification of signs .or disease (7l·0/0.)and less knowledgeable about 'causes ofdisease

(66%); The most mentioned signs of illness are cough and diarrhea which are associated with

Newcastle disease; Generally, respondents .have good attitude towards chicken practices.

80%, 82% and 61% of the respondents have, favorable attitude towards housing, feeding and

disease management respectively. Generally; .the farmers' practice of chicken activities is
positive. Respondents (52%) have separate chicken houses, 81% clean chicken dwellings

daily, 88% provide extra feed to supplement scavenging, 56% have ever called a vet to treat

the birds-and 74% have ever vaccinated their 'birds,

From the findings, it .is concluded that farmers have less' training needs.but. despite this, they
'should be trained on the dangers of sharing houses with chicken, formulating feeds. from

locally available materials, using traditional medicines to: manage' diseases and trained on

bioseeurity.It is recommended that farmers should. be trained and demonstrated on the

advantages of cultivating indigenous plants and integrating medicinal plants into existing

Vii



fanning systems and the government should also organize seminars, conferences and

workshops: concerning indigenous chicken production for the rural

.:
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CHAPTER ONE: lNTRODUCTIO'N

,.

Introduction

Village poultry production is Widely practiced in Africa especially among-rural communities.

The village poultry production systems 'of Africa are mainly based on the scavenging

indigenous chicken found in virtually all villages and households (Otim, Kabagambe,

Mukiibi, Christensen, &Bisg~~rd,.20P7), These systems. are eharacterized by a minimal or no

incomingsupply interms of feed and medication with Icw productivity.

Nevertheless? over 10 percentof the poultryproducts and 20 percent of animal protein' intake

in 1JlO~t African countries come from village poultry (Kitalyi, i998); Therefore, increasing

rural poultry production would result in a positive impact 011 household food security bethin

increased dietary intake and incomegeneration (Awuni, Coleman,&Sedor2.00Q) ..This would

help to improve" the' welfare ofsociety.
Poultry production in.Uganda is one.of the..areas of. importance in the national economy and

performs a major rote in improving the nutritional status and income for many small holder

fanners and landless communities through provision.efeggsand meat for home consumption

as well as surplus for the markeuSonaiya, '2014} Indigenous. chicken are kept tor Q1e~, eggs,

income.and socio-cultural roles.

In spite of the CU1Tent level of introduction of exotic chickens in Uganda, local chickens have

continued .tc be sold well. in urban areas and demand for them still exceeds 'supply;

Indigenous chickens are preferred to exotic ones because of their' pigmentation, organoleptic

qualities (taste and flavor), leanness and suitability fbr special dishes (Ssewannyana et al.,

20.08).

Poultry rearing in Uganda is mainly based on free-range (scavenging) indigenous chickens

which .are kept at the subsistence level and .are found iu almost all households (Mnkiibi-

Muka, 199.2).

Despite theintroduction ofexotic chicken breeds, the indigenous chickens still dominate in

Uganda. Elsewhere, Gueye (1998) and.Scnaiyaer .al., (1999) 'observed that village. poultry

represent an important component of rural household livelihood as a source of income,
nutrition and as gifts to strengthen social relationships.

Traditionally, indigenous chickens are mainly sold when the~~ is a. need for. money by a

farmer. In some places, the chickens are 5614 inindigenous markets to hawkers ormiddlerrien

who subsequently assemble and transport them to urban traders (Okot, 1990).
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