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.ABSTRACT
The study examined the impact office growing on wetlands in Namasagali Sub County, Kamuli

district. The overall objective was to assess the impact of rice growing on the wetlands in

Namasagali Sub County ..

Qualitative and. quantitative approaches to collect data were used .and this involved use of

secondary data, observation, interviews and use of questionnaires. The data collected from a

sample of 50 respondents. was analyzed ·using:~PSS·an.d EXCEL statisticalpackages and 'results

presented by use 'of-pie charts, frequency tables, line graph and. bat graphs.

The study revealed that men were more involved in rice growing than women and 'mainly youth

and also. it r_eyealed that rice growing in wetlands was mainly carried out for .commercial

purpose. The study found out that the majority of rice growers were small scale farmers holding

land size between 0.5 to. 3 acres. The study' found 9\1t that rice growing in wetlands have led to

increased income and improved standards.of living .of rice' growers. The study also found out that

rite growing has great unpact on wetlands Ieading to loss of animal, grass and:' tree species,

change of water colour. to green and black, bad odour, .increased quantity and flow of wetland

water, birds have increased.Also it hasled to decreased production of other-agricultural crops

such as sweet. potato, maize, cassava and it .has also led.to decreased watering area for animals

and water for domestic use.

It .is recommended from ·this·· study that fann-ers .should transfer: -from paddy rice growing 10

upland rice. varieties with special focus on NERlCA 4. and NARIC s that have .ability to high

yielding among other species ..: this will make the farmers to continually harness' the benefits

accruing from the wetlands such as raw-material for-making mats; animal watering and grazing,

firewood and reduce on loss of wetland animal, grass and tree. species; organize themselves into

farming groups such that.they ate able to device means how best.they.sustainably conserve and

utilise their wetlands . Also Government and Non-Government should advocate and sensitize

farmers. about' wetland conservation and translation or the wetland use· policies: and laws into

local languages such thatpeople C<:Ulclearly understand them.

xi



CHAPTER ONE

1.1. Introduction

1,.2.Back ground' of the study
RiC~ COryza spp.) is the world's most important cereal crop considering 'the 'area under

cultivation and the numberof people depends oil it (FAO, 1995; Africa Rice Centre, WARDA,

2009).. Rice is increasingly becoming important in the diet arid fanning systems in Africa.

Madagascar is the leading producer of rice in Eastern arid Southern Africa reglon (ADe, .2001;

Luzi-Kihupi, 1998). It is 'estimated that by 2001, East African countries 'were producing 503; 137

.metric tons annually, which was below .their 'estimated demand. of 625;795 metric tons, primarily
due to low crop yields. Tanzania which is the largest producer .of rice in East Africa is estimated

to produce slightly over 500,0.00 tons annually. In Uganda rice growing started after 19'70,

following the establishment by Government of commercial.farms ·in:.Kibirnba. (Bugiri district),

Doha (Butaleja district) and olweny (Lira. district), A major shift in the farming .system of poor
rural farmers in Uganda. over the pas.t three. decades: pas been. directed toward the

commercialization office production as a, strategy to reduce poverty in the .households (Oonyu,

2011).

Rice growing in Uganda. is dominated by rural small- scale .farmers living in areas adjaceri.t fa

andwithinwetlands (ADC, 2001; MAAm~ 20(8) and a total 0(70,000 hectares of wetland have

been drained for rice production (According to Justus Imanyuma) a,nd( according to wetland

managementdepartment (2009)), in 1964 the.total area ofwetlands was-estimated at .32,00.0:kpl
but by 1999, it had decreased to 30,O()Okrh~ or about. i3%" .of total area .and rice. acreage has

greatly expanded because ofthe increased 'demand in. urban areas like Kampala.jnukono.jirija,

the changing food habits and the. decline in, the production of' tradition food crops, particularly

bananas; cassava; potatoes and finger millet (ADG, 2001.;: MAAlF, 2008; MOFPED, 2(09).

Since' 20.94. the 'government has directly intervened to promote the cultivation of rice .as a
strategy toachieve reductions in household poverty and.reduce rice. iinports inthe.country and

The majorrice producing areas in Uganda h'icludethe districts of,Pallisa, Butaleja, Iganga, lira,

.Bundibugyo and Gulu, (Oonyi,l;:2011).

Rice growing in Kamuli district and in particular Namasagali sub- County .is recent activity

particularly.grown on small scale with few large scale farmers in the area. And. it is grown
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