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ABSTRACT

-.

This study was focused 0,11 the Role of Women .in Wetland Conservation. the research attempts

to .assess the. role. of women in wetland conservation in Buyende district, The. specific objective

of the..study .was; to .develep concept about women participation and their role in wetland

conservation.

A systematic research design.' was applied 10 theresearch work. The methods used, involved

sampling, interviews, questionnaires, observations, and review ofwritten literature. Certain short

comings were encountered while using the. above "methods like shortage of funds, suspicions

fromthepublic and unwillingness to release ..information.

Findings indicate that women playa big tole in wetland conservation asthey are in direct contact

with natural resources such as wetlands, forests, water, land arid wildlife. They utilize and

conserve these resources' to supply basic needs for their families.

Therefore findings showed that; conservation ofwetlands in 'Buyende. areas. cannot. he done

without the. ·iovolveiuent and training .of women. 'rhey need to be educated Oil the values,

management.and sustainability of natural resources as alternative sources of'Iivelihood,

Basing on the findings, the study has recommended some strategies to.address the problem in

Buyende which include; traii.ling of women in wetland conservation .. and wetland management

policies which will i111pact women'srole in.wetland conservation -.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTROPUCTION

Wetlands along Lake Kyoga in Buyende district have economic, ecological, aesthetic, socio-

cultural and religious.values. They provide habitats for severalspecies of wildlife and lie within

-. various ecosystems. of high-mountains and lowland plains. These: wetlands are important

ecosystems and utilized for the benefits of humankind,

Rice cultivation, fishing and collection of wetland products 'are basic activities performed by

local people. Likewise rendering ferry .service, cattail technology, craft manufacturing, and

weaving-are other such income generating activities cfwet1~:mddependent people,

However; adverse effectsremark in many cases; many rural communities have, poor knowledge

On'Sustainable utilization and more often conflicts arise-for the use of wetland resources.". . .. '.' . . .. .

lt is- common knowledge in rural Uganda that women {and nor .men) are indeed the (invisible)

)nanagers, of natural resourceslike wetlands, Most rural women are comparatively pocr and

uneducated. Most of them do not hold a monthly paying job and therefore are commonly referred

to. as housewives ...But these women are great sustainers ,cf rural micro-economic activities.

However nowhere is their. impact and activities 'more significant as their Indigenous knowledge

of and management of the wetlands. They are 'crucial beC8li$,e their traditional.gender roles bring

them in direct contact with the wetlands, and their survival and that of their families depend

directly £11 exploiting and harnessing supplies from these natural resources.

To many' poor rural farmers; especially women, nature sustains society because they use the'

wetlands 19 feed their families. This sustainability is crucial to. them. if they 'have to sustain

livelihoods ·ofTthese-resources. Tims' when the world -environrnental protection and conservation

policies advocate for protection Without. any form of lise, while ignoring rural 'women, they

become lh,e greatest victims of such a,policy.

Women constitute a large 'percentage (over halt) of the rural population in Buyende District,

Women are socially mote burdened ill rural Uganda, Their activities-range from family economic

activities to running ofhomes and rural development projects. They are also a more appropriate

12
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