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ABSTRACT

This study was focused on the Role of Women in Wetland Conservation. The research attempts
to assess the role of women in wetland conservation in Buyénde district, The specific objective
of the study -was; to _de_v.e_IOP concept about women participation and their role in wetland

conservation.

A systematic research design was applied. to the research work. The methods used involved
sampling, intérviews, questionnaires, observations, and review of written literature. Certain short
comings were ericouritered while using the above methods like shortage of funds, suspicions

from the publi¢c and unwillingness to release information.

Findiﬂg_s‘ indicate that women play a big role in wetland conservation as they are in direct contact
with nataral resources such as wetlands, forests, water, land and wildlife. They utilize and
conserve these resources to-supply basic needs for their tamilies.

Therefore findings showed that; eonservation of ‘wetlands in "Bi'lyende. areas. cannot be done
without the. inivolvement and training ‘of women. They need to be educated on the values,
management and sustainability of natural resources as alternative sources of livelihood,
Basing on the findings, the study has recommended some strategies 10 address the problem in

Buyende which include; training of women in wetland conservation, and wetland managément

policies which will impact women’s.role in welland conservation..
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

Wetlands along Lake Kyoga in Buyende district have economic, ecological, aesthetic, socio-
cultural and religious values. They provide habitats for several species of wildlife and lie within
various ecosystems of high-mountains and lowland plains. These wetlands are important
ecosystems and utilized for the benefits of humankind.

Rice cultivation, fishing and collection of wetland products are basic activities performed by
loeal people. Likewise rendering {erry service, caltail technology, erafi manufactning and

weaving are other such income generating activities of wetland dependent people.

However, adverse effects remark in many cases; many rural comnitnities have poor knowledge
on sustainable utilization and more often conflicts arise for the use of wetland resources.

It is commion knoWlEd’ge in rural Uganda that women (and not ien) are indeed the (invisible)
‘managers. of natural resources: like wetlands. Most rural women are comparatively poor and
uneducated. Most of them do not liold a moithly payingjob and therefore are commonly referted
to d5 hovsewives. But these women aie great sustainers of rural micro-economic activities.
However nowhere is their impact and activities more significant as their indigénous knowledge
of, and manggemerit of the wetlands. They-are crucial becatisé their traditional gender roles bring
them in direct contact with the wetlands, and their survival and that of their families depend

directly in exploiting and harnessing supplies from these natural resourees.

To many poor rural farmers, especially women, naturé sustains society because they use the
wetlands to feed their families. This sustainability is crucial to them. if they have ‘to sustain
livelihoods olf these resources. Thus when thé world environmental protection and conservation
policies advocate for protection without any form of use, while ignoring: rural women, they
become the greatest victims of such a policy.

Women constitute a large percentage (over half) of the tural population in Buyende District.
Womieti are socially more burdened in rural Uganda. Their activities range from family economic

activities to running of homies and rural development projects. They are also a morte appropriate
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