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ABSTRACT
This study aimed at assessing the effect of farming activities on Mabira Central Forest
Reserve taking Nagojje Sub County as a case study. Data ‘was collected using four
methods: interviewing, questionnaire, observation, and document analysis. Both
probability and non;;;_rohability sampling techniques were used to come up with a sample

of 95 respondents. Data collected was anal_.yzed using Microsoft excel 2010.

From the study, it was fo_undf out that majority of the respondents stopped at secondary
levél of education (579%) Furthetmore, 68:4% were farmers, 71.9% were challenged by
pests and diseases; 42.9% c'arﬁ'e_d'ﬁu’_t subsistence farming and 43.0% practice agroforestry.
It was also f_ound o__ut.';_th"c_l't"_.'s_hﬁl_'t'_agg-_. of arable land was the major cause of farmers™

enc‘roaChment__on_'fhe.-’.for;éj_st.-;I_t__ -%yas also identified that deforestation is the major negative
effect of farming on .Mabfré_ foreét-. Other activities. that impact on Mabira forest were;

charcoal burning, lumbering, and firewood cufting,

It was concluded that Iﬁofe _-'.effo'r'_t_s were still needed so as fo protect Mabira forest. This
could be through intensifyin g. agﬁculture productivity whereby a small piece of 1and.can be
used to produce a high. output. Thi’s-.could be through coping up with modern farming
practices like application of | fert'ilisers,- use of pesticides and herbicides among others.

Creating alternative jobs like industrial work by setting wup industries.
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background to the study

Farming is the activity of growing crops or keeping animals on a farm, Synornyms:
Agriculture, cultivation, husbandry, land ‘management among others (Roberto, 2019). It
has been playing a big part m ﬁgan'da"' s economy and it has greatly contributed on the
livélihoods of the peﬁplé .'o'.'f-Uganda': According to (Onyango, 2016), the agricultural secior
continues to be the m;jst':imqujtant_'sécfor in Uganda; it employs approximately 69% of the
population and contribpt_e_.d about26% to the Gross Domestic Product in 2015/2016 and the

main agricultural crops include grains, sugarcane, cotton, tea and coffee.

Forestry and farmmg .éifc..;_cilgécly:’ linked, posing challenges for the coordination of
development, adt)pﬁo'n'. and . miii_gétion policies. Land use change in the form of
deforestation and forest deg:fa(jlatidn is a major source of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.
(Rodriguez, 2016)Farmmg -\is:--the__l_ﬁeart of most low-income economies and it provides
livelihoods for the majority ‘of the poor. But, it is an important driver of deforestation so
contribute inditectly to GHG emissions through the use of fertilizers, animal manure, and
methane emissien from livestock and ﬁce cultivation.

Climate change will have impacts on both forests and agriculture. In particular it will cut
ag__ricultur&l_yiclds in dry and tropical regions putting further pressure on remaining forests

if farmers respond by extending cultivated areas.

Investigation by both Daily Monitor and a report by Nature and Livelihoods on 8 of June,
2014, a conservation organization, reveal that several parts of Mabira Forest, 54 kilometers

1
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