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ABSTRACT ~~

The importance of shea nut tree to the people of Uganda lias been overlooked considering both

the economic and environmental uses of the tree and therefore efforts have to be made to find out

or investigate its production by the. fanners as the shea nut tree production still remains low. It

would be-worthwhile to investigate the contribution of viteiia'·. paradoxa (shea 11Ut) business to

the small scale house hold. earnings of fanners in Uga but specifically to Abia sub county

Alebtong District. TIle specific research objectiv were 1, to examine the contribution of

viteiiaria paradoxa (shea nut) to small scale fan rs of Abia Sub County, Alebtong district. 2. to

determine the annual income earned by s. all scale holder shea nut business fanners. 3~ to

Identify the major challenges faced b small scale fanners and associated opportunities in

marketing of vitellaria paradoxa. Tw parishes that had the highestnumber of shea nut-farmers

in Abia sub-county were selected, list of the households of all shea nut farmers in each of the
·v'

parishes were obtained and a si ple random sampling technique was used to select 30 farmers

from each parish. In each hoi ~101d, the household head was interviewed. in his/her absence or

upon his/her request, any other member who is knowledgeable about the household was.

interviewed. Descriptive statistics. of means and percentages were used to describe the data white

linear regression WaS used to determine. how educational levels.; marital status, age, state of
heading family and experience. influenced the income levels earned by small scale farmers in

Abia sub county Results showed thatMajority of the respondents (65%) were married while only

25% were single and the rest were either widow/widower or divorced. According to the

respondents, all the shea nut tree managed in the area were naturally gifted by nature and 110t an
the respondents had shea trees in their farms but only the few and the rest gets their .0W11 through

sales from markets and within the households, And therefore the state of being married gave

positive correlation towards level of income earned. In. conclusion, the contribution of shea; nut

Vttellaria paradoxa as a business had wide range of benefits; however, challenges are influenced

by other factorswithin the oommunitiesand they were "charcoal burning, seasonality of the shea

seeds, lack of information or ignorance" seasonality of the shea seeds emerged as the key

challenge faced by the shea fanners during sales. As a recommendation, the government should

support the Shea butter enterprise through skill enhancement program and formation of

associations. KEY WORDS: contribution) shea nut tree, economic tree, small scale fanners,

earnings and households.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUc:TION

1.0 Background of the study

r•;
~

Globally i over the past decades; trade in shea butter has been all the rise because of

increased dem.ands in the European Union, Japan, India, Canada and the United States.

There .are two main varieties .01' shea nut, Vitellaria paradoxa which is produced in. West

Africa and Vitellaria nilotica which grows in Northern: Uganda .and Southern Sudan
(Hatskevich etal., 2011).(Protection & Paper. n.d.).

r

I

Scientifically, the shea tree is known ill the past a Butryospermum paradoxum", butis

now called 'Vitellaria paradoxa' .. It is wid spread across the savannah regions of

Nigeria. 'DIe· shea tree grows very w a wide range of soils, including highly

degraded, arid, and semi-arid and r ...y soil. (Protection & Paper, .n.d.)Rem~rked thatit

is rare toencounter Vitellaria p .. ulations composed of'trees ·of very different sizes.

The uniform size of the adp1t trees. in many popu .tious is striking, and suggests similar

age. As Vitellaria is exce'-wilgly slow growin , the trees grow 'in the wild, mature and
start fruiting at 15.;20 years. They contii .e il-liiting for nearly 400 years (Ecuru &
Lating, 2Q:14.)The shea tree Vitellaria aradoxa produces fruits. whose kernels contain

about 40. 5.0lipids usually referred t}Yas shea.butter (BtlP et at, 2012). Although the tree
/

is indlgenous to Sub Saharan . frica, its oil is highly cherished and used in chocolate

formulations as cocoa butter 'eplacers and in cosmetics in Europe, America and some

The market for shea nu id butter has been on a constant rise with cosmetics taking

.about 1Q%of the total production Africa produces about 1,760.,000 rof raw shea nuts

annually from its wild. trees, mainly in the Savannah and Sahel. te~ions:, but producers

harvest and. process only a fraction, about 35% (about 600.0.00 t )~ for exportation as
butter or nuts/In &.AfTica, 2004). Vitellaria paradoxa, the. Shea butter tree, grows across

a wide swathe of Africa, from Senegal to Ethiopia. Througliout the "Shea belt" the trees

are highly valued by the local communities, not only for the economic and dietary value
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