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ABSTRACT 

The research report identified the impact of English language as a mode of Instruction in the 

Academic performance of students in Kibale secondary school in Pallisa district. The study 

focused on how the learner‟s attitude affected  their performance in learning English in Kibale 

secondary school. It identified the different roles of teachers in relation to English language 

towards the performance of students in kibale secondary School. The researcher employed 

research methods like document analysis, questionnaires, sampling technique, observation and 

interviews to collect data. The data was categorized through the use of descriptive statistics like 

frequencies and percentages. These results identified that for the students to achieve in learning 

English as a medium of commutation and instruction, home environment, parental involvement, 

learners‟ attitudes and motivation would contribute to the development of English language. 

Besides that the role of teachers in setting good climate, improving on the student‟s 

communication skills was more valued in developing English language which was  the mode of 

instruction. 
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CHAPTER ONE: 

    1.0 introduction 

1.1. Background of the Study. 

English is spoken in five countries as the native language and in numerous other countries as an 

official language and language of instruction. In countries where English is the native language, 

it is taught to speakers of other languages as an additional language to enable them to participate 

in all domains of life of that country. In many countries where it is an official language and 

language of instruction, which includes former British Colonies in Africa and Asia, students tend 

to use English in specific domains particularly in schools since it is the medium of instruction 

and the most communication outside of school is in local languages  

  In Kenya, English is taught and used as a second language, this elevates English to a higher 

status than other local languages since it is a national and also official language at the same time. 

English is taught as a compulsory subject in education sector where it is used as a language of 

instruction from primary schools, secondary school‟s colleges and universities(Ongondo 2009). 

English holds a prestigious position in Kenya and in the whole world with so many people 

learning it as a second language in Kenya, most of the students who complete school are not able 

to communicate fluently using English and those still at school are not able to interpret questions 

perfectly and this has affected their performance in English as a subject and other subjects. 

In Uganda, English language was introduced in the early 19
th

 century by the British Colonial 

Administration. Although the English is a foreign language to Uganda, it is however both the 

official and language of instruction in secondary schools. Given the importance of English 

language as a subject it is significant therefore for the learner to demonstrate such ability in the 

way they respond to questions at all levels and yet it seems not to be the reality in most Ugandan 

secondary schools. 

 Uganda is richly endowed with a diversity of languages and lot of dialects, these form part of 

the first languages that in turn affects the student`s understanding and conformity with the 

second language which is English which serves as a medium of instruction in Ugandan schools. 
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