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CHAPTER ONE  

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.0 Introductions 

This chapter comprises of the background of research project, statement of the problem, general 

objective and specific objectives, research questions, scope of the study and significance of the 

study. 

1.2 Background of the study 

The concept of sustainability first appeared in the public scene in the report put out by the World 

Commission on Environment and Development (Brundtland Commission) in 1987. The 

commission report advances the idea of sustainable development by noting that economic growth 

and environmental conservation are not only compatible but they are necessary partners. One 

cannot exist without the other (Harris et al., 2002).Sustainable development is high potential for 

any community within economic, social, cultural, ecologic and physical constraints (Bhuiyan et 

al., 2012).  

Ecotourism is a form of tourism involving responsible travel (using sustainable transport) to 

natural areas, conserving the environment, and improving the well-being of the local people. Its 

purpose may be to educate the traveler, to provide funds for ecological conservation, to directly 

benefit the economic development and political empowerment of local communities, or to foster 

respect for different cultures and for human rights. Since the 1980s, ecotourism has been 

considered a critical endeavor by environmentalists, so that future generations may experience 

destinations relatively untouched by human intervention.
  
 Ecotourism may focus on educating 

travelers on local environments and natural surroundings with an eye to ecological conservation. 

Some include in the definition of ecotourism the effort to produce economic opportunities that 

make conservation of natural resources financially possible.  

Generally, ecotourism deals with interaction with biotic components of the natural 

environments.  Ecotourism focuses on socially responsible travel, personal growth, and 

environmental sustainability. Ecotourism typically involves travel to destinations 

where flora, fauna, and cultural heritage are the primary attractions. Ecotourism is intended to 

https://www.intechopen.com/chapters/45414#B37
https://www.intechopen.com/chapters/45414#B3
https://www.intechopen.com/chapters/45414#B3
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