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ABSTRACT

Due to .lack of affordable and convenient modem energy sources for· cooking and heating,
domestic consumers of cooking fuels especially inlow income countries have increasingly
switched to charcoal. This is mainly in urban areas. Incases wherethere.is lackefaffordability
for other fuel types, a switch to fossil fuels is unlikely under business as usual, The.production
of charcoal in Uganda is overwhelmingly dominated by the "informal sector" in which small
scale producers use traditional inefficient technologies. Woodis always sourced from natural
forests arid private land.and oftentimes harvested illegally, despite forest management systems
in place.

The. lack of a specific regulation in the charcoal industry in Uganda coupled with weak
enforcement and disjointed forest policies.ihas precipitated increased rates of deforestation
from charcoal production even in protected areas. The low replanting rates and.poor land.
management practices. together with the volatile land tenure system besides the lack of
resources are the. major reasons for such.trends that have peen identifiedacross the country.
This has resulted into over exploitation of resources and safety hazards. yet no studies have
investigated in-depth how charcoal production activities affect the individual charcoal
producer, their households and the community where they live.

This study was. conducted in Nakaseke District with an. overall objective of "analyzing the
extent to which the.gender focusedtasks and responsibilities of charcoalproducers are affected
bythe charcoalproduction processes". The specific objectives of'the study included examining
the type. of"gender tasks performed by charcoal producers; examining how productive tasks

.undertaken by charcoal producers influencethe intensity of charcoal production and analyzing
the extent to which the demands of male and female charcoalproducers influence production
of charcoal in ways thatinvolve different tasks.

The research used a mixed method approach employing both qualitative and quantitative
methods. TIle qualitative was in the form of individual household questionnaire interviews,
Key Informant interviews .and FGDs. This was intended to collect as.much primary data as
possible and allowed for a free-flow of question-and-answer style, widening the breadth of
information gathered. The quantitative approach brought out the relationships between the
dependent and independent variables .. This helped the research to analyze the relationship
between the gender focused tasks .and participation charcoal production.

The major findings showed that there are remarkable effects of charcoal. production processes
on gendertasksperformed by charcoal producers ..Seventy percent (70%) of the respondents
came from outside NakasekeDistrict majority of whom were men who had Ieft.theirwives and
children behind ill their districts of origin. These spend more than three months without going
back home. They leave all rhe burden and responsibility of raising children to WOmen. Both
male and female spend' more time in charcoal production and less time is spent on other
household chores. This negativelyaffects their reproductive.responsibilities.

The research recommends that policy and decision makers should come out with a clear! stand.
out.policy governing and regulating activities in. the charcoal value chain paying sufficient
attention to their implications On environmentalsustainability,

xiv



CHAPTER ONE:. INTRODU.CTION:

1.1 BACKGROUND

In. sub- Sabaran Africa (SSA), wood-based fuels: account fof over 80% of primary energy

supply and rnore than 90% of the population rely on firewood and charcoal (IFR, 2010),

Approximately J billion people worldwide rely primarily on wood for cooking, residential

heating and hot water (UNIDO~ 2013).lri manyplaces, particularly in Africa, it is women and

girls. who are the main collectors of fuelwood (Sunderland et al., 20 14). Iii some places, they

walk long distances and spend many hours under highly- perilous conditions, Many times this

happens where accessibility to resources near the horne fs. affected by deforestation, natural
disasters or conflict (WFP, 2012).

Bi0r11aSSis the predominant type ofenergy used in Uganda; accounting for 94% of the total

energy €o)lsu.mption in the co·lJ.n9:Y{MEMD1.2014),. Charcoalisrnainlyused intheurban areas

while firewood, agro-residues and wood wastes are widely used in the rural areas ofUganda,

Firewood is used mainly onthree-stone fire places in ruralhouseholds 'and in food preparation.

by commercial vendors in urban areas. Only about lO%.of all households use efficient stoves
(M,EMD,.2Q14).

For the. conversion of firewood into charcoal, earth mounds and.pits are used as charcoal kilns.

These.have a wood conversion efficiency of 10 to 12% on weight-outte weight-in basis. This

implies that about 9 kg of wood ate needed to prod-uce lkgof charcoal, which translates into

2.2% efficiency on an.energy outputto energy input basis (MEMD, 2014)'

Most' of Uganda's charcoal producers source wood, from private farms owned either

individually, wl;ile the rest is. from government Iand 'in forest reserves ..Most of'thesecharcoal

sources are woody savannah, found mostly hi rangeland's 'and cattle corridor districts of
Nakaseke, Kiryandongo .. Nakasongola, Kyankwanzi, Kiboga, Kaliro, etc, which covers over'

S1% of'the country'sarea (MAAIF, 2008): These areas are generallycharacterized by low but

highly variable precipitation. which in turn affects primary.productivity and. nutrient recycling.

,'.
A .kcy issue in the use of a particular energy type is the environmental impact and the ..

sustainability 'of energy resources in relation to the climate 'impact over the lifecycle of energy

supply. Ap8J~ from leading to land degradation, charcoal production is oftenassociated with

1
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