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ABSTRACT

Rice (()r}'zcl,gL9betrima-) is a -grain and, the- most -widely consumed staple food for n large: part 'of tlic

world's human. population, especially in. Asia ... It is the agricultural commodity with the third-highest

worldwide production, 'after sugarcane-and maize.(F AO. 20.12):Since a Iarge portion of maize crops fire

grown -for purposes other than human consumption, rice is Hie most important .grain with regard tv

human, nutrition and caloric intake, providing -more t11[1'11 one fi frh of the calories consumed worldwid,: by

humans (Smith and Bruce, 19.9,8). Genetic evidence has shown that .rice originates from a single. .

domestication 8.,~Ob"-IJ.500 years .ago (Molina et a!.. 20 I I) in the Pear! RIver valley region of China

(Huang et (II., 20.12).

Rice (O'YZ(I) was introduced in Uganda by Indian traders as early as 1~)04(B.igirw~1 ei 'til" 20(5). Rice

production-in Uganda started in 1942 mainly to Iced the world war tW(1 soldiers. schools ..prlsoners and

hospitals. However due to a number of constraints, production remained minimal until 1\)74 when

farmers appealed' to th(! then government for assistance (Bjgirwa et ai; 2005).

Totai production is estimated at .16.5,OOQmetric. tons with total rice consumption estimated at 225,000

metric tons-this makes national ricedemand 'higher than current national production Sf!:';! accordingIo the

-Ugenda.Nationa! 1:{1IfCaU or Statisrics (LJ130S) (2009), '11le popularion growth raj(' i:-: :; ,2 'i)~) per ycnr ihu~:

the demand for rice is expected h) rise; much higher.

Despite the demand for dee; a has been observedin Luuka ,Dis(tict thatrice 'is. being affected inLuuka

District through yellowing of the leaves ad finally drying lip,

The report 'also outlines the various data collection methods (approaches) which were used to gather

information, survey activity, several soi] and water samples' tests was dQ119. in recognized laboratories,

outcomes, data analysis and benefits of the investigation if implemented.

This report involves n .smtement of problemls), Justi"ficaH.ql1 and objectives ()(: study. II also rl~\;kwi.

various literatures 911 the agronomic aspects of origins af rite, nurriiion requirement and g_rnwlh

conditions of rice.
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CHAPTER ONE

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This.chapter explains the background of the study that lefl,~is'to the problem statement. It also contains

the main and specific objectives ofthe.project inline with:th~ slgnificance.of the research,

'1.3. Background of the ~tu(fy

Rice, (Oryza glaberrima) is .a graii: and the most Widely consumed staple. food {or' a l[\i'g~pari of inc

world's human population, 'especially in Asia. " is the agriculrural cornrnodiry with the third-highest

worldwide production, after sugarcane and maize (F AO" 20 12).

According.to Bigirwa et ([I...~005, Rice (Diyzaj' was introduced in Uganda bylndtan traders as early us

J.904, Rice production in Uganda starred ill 1,942 by tlre Ugandu Government, mainly lO re.::d 111\:world

war two soldiers, prisoners, schools and hospitals however due to a number of constraints, production

remained minimal until 1974 when, fanners appealed to government. for assistance (Biginvaer al., 2005 J.

Jn.response, government introduced Doho Rice Scheme-(DRS) with assistance from the Chinese experts.

as-stated by tile Uganda National Rice Development Stratcigy(UNRDS) (2009)., til Uganda the total mea

under formal irrigation IS. 1'4.41S ha out of an estlmaiod 560;900 lin with irrigntion potential (fAO,

2004).

Today UNRDS (20Q9) says rice-is grown mainly by small scale larmers almost throughout the country

plus also some large scale farmers in few places. Total production is estimated 'at 1,65,000l11clJ'ie tones

with total. rice consumption estimated M 225,000 metric: tons this makes national rice. demand higher

than. current national production yet according to the U!f~jndaNationa] BUITHlI '(rr Stntistics (liHOSi

(20Q9), the population growth rare is J.2 % per yt:nr thus the 'demand for rice is expected to rise much

higher.

According-to uBOS (2009) about 80% of .rice farmers: ip Uganda are small scale farmers \Villi an area of

less than :2 hectares using simple, technologies including use of rudimentary tools, little or no fertil i:z.~f

use, poor qualified seeds, with ,liltle or no. irrigation and poor 'vale.r management practices among others.

Recent developments have .seen rice cultivation expand in [he traditional crop growing ilistricts of

Buglri..Iganga, Tororoand. Pallisa (UNRDS, 2009)..
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