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A8STRACT

This research project was conducted 011 the local communities surrounding Nyabiku Forest

Reserve, Mugarama Sub County inKibaale district during the month. of January 2016 ..The main
objective .of the study was to assess .the impacts .Nyabiku forest reserve encroachment on the

livelihoods of people in thesurrounding communities.

The: research project employed both qualitative and quantitative approaches. The data was

collected using questionnaires, .observation, and existing' literature from the journals, websites,

reports and books. Data was entered and analyzed using Microsoft Excel, SPSS -and STA TA
respectively to give descriptive-and Inferenttaf statistics.

Findings, showed that the 'people encroach .on the forest reserve in order to fulfill. their .livelihood
needs. This .isdue to the poverty, limited· land and policy failure ..However due to encroaehment ..

the forest reserve is degraded due to the livelihood activities. The environment and the livelihood

of the people around the forestreserve are impacted on.

There should be, sensitization of the masses, gazette and de~macate Nyabiku Forest Reserve;

increase marr power in environmental protection agencies such as NF A and introduce poverty

elevation .'programmes.

<;
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CHAPTER ONE~INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

-.
This chapter shows the background of the study, the problem statement; general and specific

'objectives, r.esearch questions, conceptual framework and significance of-the study.

.1.2Background of the study

The world's forest cover is 31% (wWF~ 20.16). 'Many of the worlds' inost threatened and. .

.endangered animals live. in forests, and 1.6 billion people rely on benefits from forests (WWF,

2016). But forests' around the world are under threat from deforestation, ..jeopardizing ..these

benefits. This impacts people's livelihoods and. threatens a wide range of plant and animal

species. Some 46,000 to.'~~'~QOOsquare miles of forest are lost. each-year-equivalent to 48 football

fields every-minute (WwF,.2016).

A review of the forestry reports indicated that over a period of ] 5. years Uganda's forest. cover

hils dropped-from 4.9 mhectares in '1990 to 3,6 m in 2005 representing an over.aHr~duetion of

27% and. a 1.9% depletion.rate per-annum and this rate is higher compared to other countries ih

the region with rates below 1% (Auditor 'general, 2910-).. Thehighest encroachmentis noted
mainly in the lake shore range where there are dn estimated number 01150,0.00 encroachers

(Auditor general, 20 iO)

A census of encroachers by the. National. Forestry Authority in 2005 found' that Jl~ of -506:

central forestreserves (CFRs) wereencroached, Encroachment is evident from forest department.

re-ports that illegalities including encroachment were not .serious problems before the' 1960's.

Since then,)arlle stretches. of erstwhile virgin forests have been cleared mainly for settlement and

agriculture. The worst affected forest reserves are south Busoga forest reserve where more than

76% 'of-the reserve 'has been encroached, Mabira forest reserve and Kibaale forest reserve, and

.: Mt. Elgon. forest reserve among others, .

Kibaale district has 18 forest reserves, Out of these 15 are natural. forests with an area 2~;503

hectares and 3 are, plantation forests with an area of 37 hectares. Reserves, which accounts for

more than 70 percent of'the ..total forest cover in the .district, The rapidly increasingpopulation of.
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