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ABSTRACT

'l":. Nalwekorriba Wetlanq is under considerable pressure from the public through wetland

rectamattcn.: W~tlands in general are, among the 'world's most productive ecosystems and

support. millions of ,people: through the essential services they provide. Nalwekornba W.etland

supports Iivefihcioc:ls,of its, local communltles, Nalwekomba is currently threatened by the

expansion of rice cultivation.

This st!,ldy aims to assess. the potential. effects of wetland reclamation on the provisional value

provided by l\Ialwekomba Wetland to help decision makersmake in,formed decisions. The

research' will provide recommendatlons to allow golicy makers and interestgroups to better

manage, fhe Wetla'nd, resource.

Observations, key informant intervlews, and secondary information were used to assess the

ecological and socic-economlc.lmportarrce of the wetland, Direct market pricing and, benefit

transfer techniques were used to estimate the economic valueof the wetland,

The studyfound out that Nalwekornba Wetland provides bastcahv.provlslontng, habitat and,

regulating services to local communities. Themain benefits to local ccmmunities are, water,

fish, agricultural produce, medicines and construction materials. We~land reclamation has

negative, effects on for example water qUCllity, agrlcuiture ,and also on the Wetland's' habitat

xii

services,

The aim oftbls Study wa~ to estimate the potential effects of wetland reclarnatton on

Nalwekornba Wetland to its provisional value. Based ali the findings, it is 'recommended that

ap-propriate steps be taken toameliorate the negativeIrnpacts. Such steps include awarding of

property rights -:to make sure encroachers are held' accountable for liabilities! Involvlng

stakeholders Jn planning .and managlng the' lise ,of the wetland, irnprovlng monito:ring of

discharge ana encroachment, and restoring. the degraded buffer 'zones around the 'wetland.

Another important step to, protecting thls .and 'other wetlands will ,be to use the information

provided by-this study as a guideline in making Informed management.



CHAPTER'ONE":GENERAL INTRODUCTION

1.0lntroductio,n

'This chapter contains-the background of the-study, problem statement, objectives of the study"

research questlons, conceptual framework, justification of the study, scope of the study,

limitation ofthe study, operational definition of the key terms 'and organization of-the. study.

1,.l'Background,of the study

A wetland is a vegetated .area of land that, is flooded .elther petrriapenily or seasonallv. In. ... . .: . .

Uganda, wetlands are nqrmally referred to as swamps, Wetlang ecosystems in the world

account' for about 6% of the global lend-area and consist of a Wide variety of vegetation types

and are found in all cllrnate. of the w.o,rl~ (Turner, isso. cited inNgaku, 2,002).

The, most common vegetation; in Uganda's wetlands is papyrus but other wetlands include bogs,

flood plains and, swamp forests. In Uganda, wetlands occupy about '11% ,-13% of total lahd. ." .

surface area,(NEMA, ,2011). They are mostly located in the central region of the country. Some

are found in the, West, Eastern and southern areas. Wetlands are mostly found boundaring

rlvers.andIakes.

1

Wetlanqs in Uganda as well as other parts ofthe world are a natural resource of conslderable

imccrtance. They are recognlzed for their 'functions, services, and attributes that constitute a

considerable, ecological, social and economic value that may be lost when wetlands are

c-onverted or altered (I,UCN, 20.02).

\o/.etli:md goods include: Fish, Wild foods, medlcines, fuel wood, building peles, sand graves,

clay, thatched materials, pasture and water, among others '.Wet.lan,d functions ,and services

include; micro-clirnate regulation, water purtflcatton, water recharge, nutrient retention,

biodiversity and habitat provision (MoWLE; '4(01). Wetlands provldefood through cultivation of

crops on swamp edges and harvesting of wetland vegetation.For centuries, extrusive rice fields
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