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A~STRACT

The study was about assessing .fisliing 'activities as a tOQIfor poverty reduction, in Kateta sub-

county, 'Serere District. Obj ective of study incl uded; investigating. the role of fishing in poverty

.reduction, to find, out the level of gender participation in the fishing activity, to Identify

challenges to fishing in relation to. poverty eradication andto establish the possible solutions to

these challenges of'the fishing activity in.Katetasub-county, SerereDisfrict.

This study investigated fishing activity and-its role In ·poverty allevlation and the. study focused

on .the three landing sites of Acomia, Olupe and Jinja landing sites. A. qualitative research.

method was employed because the nature of the study; descriptive due tQ the fact thatmost of

the respondents Were illiterate or.semi llliterate ..

Results were presented as frequency' tables, bar graphs, pie charts: and the cross tabulation of. ,

!

I
I
I
I

I
I
!
i
i

60 respondents from the study 'areas constituted t}l~sample; The study was cross sectional

involving use of questionnaires. Analysis was ,done by -use 'of excel and 'stata statistlcal

packages, The methods of data collection that used in this study were observation, interview

using questionnaire, and literature review.

the univariate and, bivariate' ap~ysis .. 'The study findings and analysis showed. that. fishing

.activlty had ccntributed immensely in improving, the general welfare of the .local people

'through Increased income and -access to cheap food. It has. also reduced.income, poverty .bX
increasing local purchasing power, many fishermen have purchased.a number. offamily assets

for example domestic animals such as cows. others ,have bought land and others plots.of.land

i.t) Kateta, Iningo, Adaudi.and Acornia trading Centre's. The study showed imbalance in the. . . . . . .
level of participation of the women and men In the. fishing activity as men dominated' the

activity. A number of challenges to fishing in the sub-county were. advanced. as. diseases such

as. malaria and blurred visual problems during sunny days to.the fishermen, perishability of the

.fish and weeds in 'the.Iake, which limit the fishing in the, various landing sites e.

Recommendations include adoption ofthefish preservation methods such as smoking offish,

sun drying and salting at the Sites which is riot hi existence at- the moment?' this can increase

more employment opportuni ties to those who 'will carry itout, and also serves to acidvat ue -and

reducing the- ,levels of perishabili~ of fish. The provision of .the refrigerators is' also

recommended by the ,researcher at the landing sites to reduce 'fisb perishability at.the various

.sites and thus increaSin,g,the earnings of fishermen, 'this helps to. reduce pov.eitY,in thefishing

communities.
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION,...

1.0 Overview

This chapter. deals with the background of the. stu4y, the objectives and questions ofthe 'study,

significance of.the study, justification of the study, statement of problem, scope. of the study

and methodology and limitations.

1.1 Background of tb~ s~udy

The contribution' of" the fishing to poverty reduction in developing countries cannot be

underestimated, The sector has been named 'as. one' ofthe major contributors' .torural income,

food, rural developments and above all.poverty reduction.

According to recent research and. policy, the. importance.of the small-scale fisheries has: been.

highly recognized in..terms .of-wealth generation, poverty alleviation and food security (Garcia

'and Rosenberg, 20 1O)~The .fact. that fishing in developing countries requires. low capitals.Jow

level technologies andthe householdunit entities, this Jowcapltal requirement has' thus opened

the ground fqr majority of people to get involved in fishing activities according to WorldBank,

FAO and world fish Centre, 2010, over '90% of the people are employed globally in capture

fisheries and the related activities classified under small scale fisheries.

The Poverty Eradication .Aotion Plan (2004) estimates indicate that 12 million Ugandans

depend on fishery-related activities (PEAI', 2004). Lake Victoria employs about 700,0.00

Ugandans, which amohg_.these people include; fish 'traders, fish processors, boat builders and

net makers or repairs. It provides livelihood to mote than 1.2 million people-at different. levels.

of the value chain and. nearly 40% of theunskil led Indirect employment are women lnvol ved in

support to' thefishing.activities. The contributionoffhe fisheries to the country's GOP is 2.1 %

(MAAlFDSIP ..2(11).

developments. About l~% of the country's surface area of 236;040; krn" is estimated to be
under water with most of the water 'bodies contributing to. fish production in one way· or the

other: Major lakes include Lake Victoria, Kyoga, Albert, deo~ge/Edwarcl, and the extent River
Nile. There ·are also over 160 minor lakes and many rivers, floodplains and swamps aJi of

which are critical fish.breeding and nursery .gronnds. Currently fish production is estimated a.t

Uganda is endowed with enormous water resources comprising of lakes, rivers, valley dams
and tanks, wetlands and water reservoirs, which raise. the potential for the. fisheries

" . . \' , '. - ..
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