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ABSTRACT

The general abjective of the study was to find out the impacts of stone quarrying to
the envitonment in Osukuru Sub County, Tororo District.The study unearthed the
impacts that stone quarrying has on the physical, social, and economic spheres of the
environment. The study relied on the information collected qualitatively through
individual inferviews coupled with personal observations in addition to. documented
data from published and unpublished sources.Findings reveal that the activity has'led
to a small scale ecological debt as the extraction of the stone resource is destroying
peop']'e-"s ability to survive and the trade of the resource is also ecologically
unbalanced as these natural goods are exploited and f{raded without taking
résponsibility for the environmental damage to the community from which the

resource is exploited;
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CHAPTERONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the study

A Quarry .is a place from which dimension stone, rock, construction, aggregate,
riprap, and, gravel, or slate has been excavated from the ground. A quarry is almost.
the same as an open pit mine from which minerals are extracted. {Wikipedia, 28" may
2014).

.Q__uarryin g has been defined as.an activity where stones are dug for the purposes of
being employed in building, making roads and thie like through cutting, digging or
blasting. Before starting of quarry operation many preparations must be made. First,
the geologist must find a place whete there is a large supply of rocks beneath the earth
surface. Then the quarry can be igneous, metamorphic and sedimentary rocks. In
order to get the rock beneath the surface of the earth clearing of the land is the first
operation step. Once the land is.cleared and prepared it will be ready to begin mining
the rock (Vulcan, 2006). Quarrying operations generally involve temoval of over
burden drilling, blasting and crushirig of rock mateiials, This comes along with
‘swamp -creation, deterioration of ground water, erosion of soil, noise and percussion
from rocks blasting, generation of dust and smoke. Apart from land degradation, other
negative impacts of quarrying are the production of noxious gases and ground
vibration, Suspended particulate matter is quite outstanding among all pollutants

emanating from quartying operation (USEPA, 2008).

The increased levels of urbanization in developing couniries have iriggered a lot of
construction ranging from construction of roads to dévelop the transpoert sector to
setting up of industries to support the manufacturing sector.

In Uganda, commercial gravel extrdction to supply aggregate to the construction
industry has been on the ircrease in recent years. Although there is some informal
stone quarrying practice, the majority of such activities are carried out on large scale

by well-established developers; products gre increasingly demanded for industrial,
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