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ABSTRACT

the study Was, conducted in Bukasakya Sub County, Mbale District to .study{.analyze the

.contribution of small scale dairy fanning to household welfare. The: ·main focus was on

identification of the production level of milk fi!cfm the dairy cows, amount of income earned by

the dairy farmers, items on which income from. the dairy enterprise is spent. The Data were
collected through face. to face interviews and personal visits (ising questionnaires administered

on 65 SSDF who were purposively selected.Tnformation was collected on the contribution-of the
dairy enterprise to the family income, level of education of the respondents, employment' status

of respond enIs and the socio economic contribution of small scale dair)1 farming ~Q household

welfare. Analysis at data was carried out using frequency counts and .percpnntges and.presented

using tables. About 64.6' percent of the respondents were between. the.age ranges of 30;.50 years •.

67.7 percent. were mille, .80 percent were rnarried, 64.6 percent had attained educatiorr from
secondary arid above, and 73.9 percent had.more than three dairy cattle in their herd, Most ofthe

respondents. produced between -5-.1 Olitres of milk per day With j1i~ij.9Jity earned Jess than 200,000

Ushs .IJer month from milk sale. Income from the dairy enterprise was used to. meet costs ·of

VW'iOliS items including; buying'. food, medical.school fees, house construction and .others. It can

therefore be concluded from this study that small-scale. dairy farming has a potential Of

improvingthe welfare of households .. therefore the researcher recommends thatthere is: need to

train the $SDF on the management of dairy cattle/farm as a business enterprises. formation of

co-operative soeieties through which they could establish milk collecting centers which could

assist them 10.earn more income and also women should be empowered to sHlit lip small. scale

d airyenterp rises.
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CHAPTER ONl~:INTRODUCTI()N

l.0. Background

Livestock. production systems are important component in, local economies at both the national

and farm household level where cattle' constitute the mainlivestock species kept by farmers

(Mlambol, d al, 1998). In Uganda. Iivestock production is an integral part of' agricultural

production system (Ministry of.Agriculture Animal Industry and Fisheries (lvIAAIF), 2004).

The agricultural sector grew by 22,5 percent that is an average of 5.2 percent per annum

between 1997/98 and 2.001/02 (~alionCll Bureau of Statistics (ONES): Dairy Development

Authority (D1)A. 2()()2). It contributes over 60pel'cent of total revenue and employs more than

80perccnl of the. to ta1labor fo Fee, ,Pro Vieli ng hal fof to tal income for the, poqrest three-quarters of

the population, (Goitorn, 2009).The livestock sub-sector contributes l Zpercent to 19percent of

the agricultu nil GD1>mid 7 to 9percent of the National GDP with dairy industry estimated to

contribute 40 to 50percent (kasirye, 2003).

According to the. Dairy Development Authority, the cattle population has increased steadily from

"~ 5.50 million herds in 1996 to about 7.5million herds in 2012 (Wozemba and Nsanja., 2008) with

mixed fanning smallholders and pastoralists together owning. over 90pel'cent of the national

cattle, herd ([;Ao., 2(04) and oOpercent of the households keep mostly (95percent) indigenous

cattle while the exotic and crosses accounting for the balance (NADDS: King., 20Q2),The

increase in eaule population has been attributed to general improved animal health as-result of

the nationwide disease control, improved breeding programmes and better management

practices.

Milk and milk products in Uganda are mostly from cattle and about 34 per cent of the present

cattle populationare dairy cattle, Because of the high productivity associated with intensive dairy

farming methods such as zero grazing of improved breeds, most fanners have adopted modern

farming techniques at, various levels ofproduction. (Wozernba and Nsanja 20(}8).

Within the Iivestock industry, dairy developmen t continues to recei ve the greatest attention in the

developrnent.ofthe animal industry in Uganda, Consequently, total national milk production has

grown from 365 million litres in 1991 to Over 900 million by end 0[2001 and 1,400l11ilJioil in

1
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