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ABSTRACT

The main objective of the study was to..determine the impacrofsugarcanc growing on food and

income security in Buzaaya county, Simple random sampling was used .in selecting sample

farmers, where by five sub counties were selected, and. two villages "rpm each of the five ..

parishes selected from each SLIP county were considered for detailed study, prOJ11each village,

<me small scale sugarcane farmer was selected randomly and all together ~O farmers were

considered 'iil the. study, Data was analyzed :af Univariate 'level (construction of frequencies)

using SP~S and Excel.

From the study it was found out that people in Buzaaya county devote (j6'}'()of their lalnl to

sugarcanegrowing and only 34.%. to rood crops growing.Using the net return analysis, it -was

round out that sugarcane growing is profitable' though these prot-its cannot cater for all the

requirements for household and also It is a monoculture 1~)r1l1-of IDflnillg that leads to soil

x·

dcgradat ion ..

In conclusion.Jn order to solve the' problem of-food insecurity and also put into consideration the

issue of land. management ill rhe .area.. the small scale sL1~urc·aneout _gl'l)\vel'ss.boLlld allocate

quarter of their land to sugarcane growing, to only get that income (0 caret for .small needs and

the remaining portion of landto food crops growing, This willlead to production of enough food

which wil r help farmers to earn maximum profits from the sale of f(:loll crop productsand remain

with enough food henceincreasing incomes.andreducing on [(rod insecurity in Buzaaya County,

Kamuli district.

Keywords: -Optimal allocation. of resources, Sugarcane :'gJ"oWijig.. ffifld crops 'growing; Food

insecurity. 'atul. Income security



CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

t.1 Backgrou lid of the .study

Uganda's economy is heavily dependent on agriculture and over 80 percent of the labor force

and 85 percent of its poor people-are directly or indirectly engaged in agriculture, live in rural

areas and depend on agriculture for livelihood and as source of income (NET~AD,2(94).

According .to the state of environmental report 2010, agricultural sector in Uganda is composed

of crop and animal production, forestry and fisheries and the. associated trade and processing

industries(JVIAAfF,2009), Agriculture continues to dominate the. Ugandan economy though at a

continually declining level. Agricultural production contributed approximately 15.1 of the rotaI

GDP in .2009 down from 15;7 percent of (rDP in 20{)7/2008. At current market prices,

agriculture contributed 22,5 percent of GDP in 2010 compared to 23..7 percent in 2008/09aild

21.1 pereent in 2007/08 (FAO, 2010).

The sector's share of exports and employment. however remained at 90 and 80 percent

respectively in 2009.The sector also constitutes about 40 percent of manufacturing sector

through food processing. The sector supports. 24.6 million people of the estimated total Ugandan

population Ofover 33 million people. In addition agriculture is important in simulating economic. .

growth through Ihe supply of raw materials to agro industries, supporting the. development 01'

food. Security system, income enhancement and employment (Kitutu of al., 2(10)~ Agriculture is

the 1110St important sector of the. economy, employing over 80%, of the work fcrce (Uganda

economy profile, 2(12).

The agricultural system i11 Buzaaya County is adoptingmajorly the sugarcane farming system

which is practiced in most of the sub counties.A good percentage or the farmers in Kamuli do

1
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