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ABSTRACT

The main objective of the study was 't;a. determine the impactof sugarcanc growing on food and
ingome Security in Buzaaya county. Simple random sampling was used in selecting sample
farmers, where by five sub counties were selected, and. iwo villages {rom each of the five
parishes selected from each sub county were considered for detailed study, From cach village,
one simall scale sugarcane farmer was selected randomly and all 'togcl’iher- 50 farmers were
considered in the study. Data was analyzed at Univariate level {construction of frequencies)

using SPSS and Excel.

From the study it was found out that people in Buzaaya county devote 66% of their land to
sugarcane growmg and only 34% to food crops growing.Using the net relurn analysis, it was
found out that sugarcane growing is profitable though these profits cannol cater for all the
sequirements for household and also it is' a monoculture form of farming that leads b soil

degradation..

Tn conclusion, in order to solve the problent.of food insecurity and also pu "i'n10"601)si'clera'1i_0n the
issue ol land management in the area, the small scale sugarcane oul growersshould allocate
quarter of their land to sugarc:me-._grOwir_ig, to only get that income to cater for small needs and
the: remaining portion of land to food crops-growing, Thig will lead to praduction of enough food
which will help farmers to earn maximum profits from the sale of food crop products and remain
with enough food hence increasing incomes and reducing on food insecurity in Buzaaya County,

Kamuli distriet.

Keywords: Optimal allocation. of resources. Sugurcane growing, Foud crops ‘growing, Food

naecurity, o nd £, eone Se(:uﬁf{ 14




CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the study
Lganda's econemy is heavily dependent on agriculture and over 80 percent of the labor force
and 85 percent of its poor people are directly or indirectly engaged in agriculture, live in rural

areas and depend on agriculture for livelihood and as source of income (NEPAD, 2004).

According to the state of environmental report 2010, agricultural sector in Uganda is composed
of crop and animal preduction, forestry and fisheries and the associated trade and processing:
industriestMAAIF, 2009), Agriculture continues to dominate the Ugandan economy though at a
continually declining level. Agricultural production contributed approximately 15.1 of the ttal
‘GDP in 2009 down from 15.7 percent of GDP in 2007/2008. At cuwrrent market -prices,
agriculture. contributed 22.5 percent of GDP in 2010 compared 1o 23.7 péreent in 2008/09and

21.2 pereent in 2007/08 (FAQ, 2010),

The sector’s share of exports and employment however -temained sl 90 and 80 percenl
respectively ‘in 2009.The sector also constitutes aboul 40 percent of manufacturing sector
through food processing. The sector supports. 24.6 million people of the estimated total Ugandar
population Of over 33 million people. In addition agriculture is important in simulating economic
growth through the supply of raw materials to-agro industries, supporling the deévelopment of
food. SBClil"ity-sy'SIErll,_ income enhancement and employrient (Kitutu et al.. 2010). Agriculture is
tHe most important sector’ of the. economy; employing over 80% of ‘the work foice (Uganda

economy prolile, 2012).

The agricultural system 10 Buzaaya County is adopling majorly the sugurcane farming system

which is practiced in mosi of the sub counties.A good percentage ol the farmers in Kamuli do
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