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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted in Wabinyonyi sub-county in Nakasongola district iu..Central Uganda

in March 2013, to characterize the indigenous chickenproduction system. It was a survey using a

structured questionnaire to 'cQlIect responses from 144 Indigenous chicken, farmer households.

Data.collected was analysed usil:1g'SP$$.

The dominant (87%) production system was extensive (scavenging) with the -majority (9! %)

practicing seasonal supplementationwith home grown grains and household foodleftovers, The'

purpose of chicken, production was mainly sale for income and' home consumption (87%). The,

av.erage flock size per ,household was 1'5-3Q birds; Only '~3'% .of chicken owners prepared

separate overnight houses fdt birds and the test (17%) kept 'birds in various nightsheltering

places. Almost all (93%) of interviewed chicken owners experienced chicken disease problems

especially Newcastle, The average age of cockerels-at first matingand pullets at first egg were 5-

6,:ci'nd9-:7 months, respectively. The average number of eggs laid/batch was 13-') q. Number of

times a hen hatches per year was 3-4. A verage number 0f eggs incubate dlhe n was .I 0-12 and 8-

,10 ch icks on average were hatched. Slaughter age of cock and a h~n were 7 -8 and 7-12 months,

respectively. Only 47% practice selection of'birds for breeding and the cock is used for 2-3 years,

forbreeding .purposes. Women were the major responsible mernbersof the household involved

tli various chicken husbandry activities.

Despite the many problems Involvedin IC' keeping, reJativ¢ly promising performance of the.

local chickens in the study area was.observed which is explained in terms orrel~t.iy.ely good egg:

production per balch? number of batches per yearand the.relatively low ages at-sexual maturity.

x

The productivity of scavenging birds in the stll~y area can be enhanced by .sirnple changes in

Inanagernen t tech niq lies 'that promote inrprovernent in prod uct ivity and red uce ,mor.tality.



CHAPTER QNE: INTRODUCTION

1.1BACKGRODND
Indigenous chicken (rC) production is Common in rural resource poor households ill developing

countries. They playa vital role in the human livelihoods and contribute significantly to food

security of the rural communities as there. are no cultural or religious taboos to chickens and their

products (Worku et al., 2012). The world poultry population has been estimated to be about 16.2.

billion, with 71.6 % in developing countries (Bushra Badhaso, 2012) and. in Africa, village

poultry contributes over 70% .0£ poultry products and 20% of animal protein intake

(Kitalyi, 1998). In East Africa over 80% of human population live in rural areas .and over

75% of these households keep indigenous chickens and Uganda is not exception to this

situation (Bushra Badhaso,' 20J2). Ie are raised. by the rural households under extensive system

of production and this production system is generally described as low input low out-put; which

is a characteristic of the rural households' enterprises (Okeno, 2(11). Although, this production

system is preferred.dueto its low-input requirements, it exposes chicken to harsh conditions such

as poor nutrition, uncontrolled breeding, predators, disease and parasite challenges (Abdelqader

.et al., 2007; Gondwe and Wollny; 2007). Despite these challenges, Indigenous chickens have'

been able to adapt and. satisfy the needs ofthe households.

Basing on the importance of indigenous chickens, studies have been initiated to describe the

local chicken production systems though investigations on indigenous chickens in Uganda are

scarce (Ssewannyana et al., 2008) and yet not so.in some. other developing countries (Tadelle et

at. 2003.; Gondwe and Wollny, 2007; Muchadeyi et al... 2007; Abdelqader .et al .. 2007).

Characterization of production system is the first step to be undertaken if any production

improvement is to be realized. This is because it helps in understanding of the production,

management and breeding practices of farmers and other associated factors which ate 'essential In.

development of holistic improvement strategies (Okeno, 2011) ..Characterization studies should

be conducted under on-farm conditions .through baseline data collection rather than on-station

experimental studies (Pedersen, 2002):

1
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