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ABSTRACT

Deforestation, espc‘cialfy in the tropics, continues to oceur at alarming rates. This continued loss
of forest cover posés a major threat to continued availability of goods and services that support
livelihoods of & huge proportion of the human population,. especially in developing ceuntries,
Despite nurnerous. interventions. by governmental and nongovernmental entities to combat
deforestation, forest cover has-continued 16 decline. In Uganda, forest cover declined from about
10.6% in 1989 to about 4.3% in 2009, The objective of the study was to identify key drivers of
deforestation in Bukaleba forest reserve.

Data was ohtained from archival sources, interviews and direct observation while data analysis
was done using SPSS. Deforestation appears to have been a.consequence of a number of causes
which include agricultiral expansion into forests, extraction of wood forest products, population

‘growth, clearing of (orests for non-agricultural uses.




CHAPTER ONE

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

Forest resources are a mainstay in the three pillars of sustainable development, namely ecenomy,
society and environment (_Ka-yanja' and Byarugaba, 2001). Many world economies, including
Liganda, are wholly or partly dependerition forest résources (FAQ, 1997). Déspite the presence of
some forested areas that have exhibited stability or enhancement (Lung and Schaab, 2010; Vogt
ef ul., 2006) through reforestation, a general trend of deforestation can be witnessed in the tropics
(Nagendra, 2007). Forést eover loss poses a great threat to the continued availability of goods
and services provided by foreésts. In recognition of the fast disappearance of forests in the tropics,
many interventions aimed at either conserving or sustainably managing forest respurces, ranging
from government-owned protected arcas to private conservation threu gh parks and community
reseives, hive been implemented over time (Nagendra, 2007). Outcomes of these inteiventions
have been mixed. Most interventions are based on dominan{ paradiging er theories about drivers
of forest change (deforestation or reforestation) such as population growth leading to
deforestation (Nagendra, 2007; Vogt e/ al., 2006). Most including Lake Victoria, the second
largest fresh water lake in the world, Other enyironmental services provided by forests include
maintenance of high biodiversity (Kayanja and Byarugaba, 2001; UNEP, 2008) and protection of
globally important carbon sinks. that sequester carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, which is
critical to [utore ¢limate stabilization (Stephens e/ al.; 2007).

Mayuge is one. of the. most forested areas in Uganda (NEMA, 2004/05), has 'E:‘ka:fieﬂt:‘td
considerable deforestation between 1989 and 2009, Estimates from time series analysis of Tand
sat imag'e:_-y showed that Torest cover declined from 9.0% in 1989 to 4.4% in 2009. (Mugumya
2010 also reported a deforestation deficit of about 1.4 million hectares in Uganda between {990
and 2005. This research 1s aimed dt developing & more 'co'mplc'te'th’e'dl'eﬁcal understanding of the
drivers of land cover change to beuter inform useful intérventions to combat deforestation in
Bukaleba and Uganda at large, The main objective of the study was to determine drivers of
deforéstation in the Bukaleba Fotest Reserve. With enhanced understanding of the drivers of
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