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ABSTRACT

'This study was conducted to evaluate the performance of broilers fed on diets containing dried

bovine. rumen content, blood meal and maize bran mixtures .as replacement fbi' commercial

broiler feeds, A total of60 three-weekold.broiler unsexed chicks were allocated in a completely

"randomized design arid subjected to two dietary treatments. for three weeks. The body. weight

gain, feed conversion ratio and. the, cost ·of feeding. Was determined. It was. found that there was

no statistical difference :in weight gain. between the group that was fed on experimental ration

and the group that was fed on commercial growers mash, feed conversion ratio among the birds

in the experimental grou~was higher, and also. had lower feed intake com pared to the group that

was. fed on the' commercial growers mash. The cost of feeding the birds on the experimental

ration was lower than the cost .of feeding the same number of birds on control ration. However

there isneed for future research on the effect of DBRCBM on. bone formation such that the.

information ..may be useful to both ioeal small scale farmersand large scale farmers.



~CHAPTER ONE·: INTRODUCTION

l.lBACKGRQUND

Cilickeri pl;ay a very important role in human nutrition especially those ..living in low-income

" eountries, such as in Africa and South Asia, who are at a risk of suffering from a number of

diseases as a consequence of consuming a poor-qualitydiet. e "

,ChiCken meat is considered to be-healthier compared to other rneat, because it is low in total fat.

and 'in the undesirable trans fats and high in the desirable .monounsaturared fats. Folic add in

eggs reduces-the incidences of neural tube defects in pregnancies, which are common incidences

among the disadvantaged WOmen in. low-income countries, Chicken eggs and meat. can be
enriched with-omega-S fats and selenium, iodine and folic acid, which ate often deficient in the.

dietofpeople living in developing countries (FAO~2017).

Poultry production is the fastest growing component of global meat production, with developing,

and transitional countries assuming a, leading role, The poultry sector- .all over the world is

continuously growing due to increasing demand for poultry products like meat and eggs as a

result of increase in. human population increase in purchasing power and due to urbanization.

However poultry production in Africa is lagging behind than that of other continent such us Asia

.(FAO; 2014).

2

The world poultry population 11a8 been estimated to be about. 16.2 billions, 71..6% in developing

countries, pr0ducil1~.67,718))'44metrictens ofchicken meat and 57,86t.~14Tnietric tons' of. hen

eggs per annum (Gueye, 20.05). In. Africa; village poultry contributes over 70% of poultry

products and 20% of animal 'protein intake. In east Africa, about Sd% of these :hotiseholds keep

indigenous chicken and Uganda isnot.exceptional from this situation.

According to the Ugandas' Census report 2q14 the annual population growth rate was 3.0%

therefore due to the increasing population growth .and urbanization, the demand for poultry and
its products-are expected to increase, hence there is needle) increase livestock production inorder

to.meetthe future demand for livestock products like chicken meat.and eg,gs.
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