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ABSTRACT

I Sub-Saharan Africa, forest goods and services are extremely imp_o_r*tént for rural livelihoods,
providing food, medicine, shelter, fuel and cash income. Properly managed forests can provide
Aumercus renewable raw materials for _development as well as ecosystem services, including
ctean. water, soil conservation, ‘and biodiversity. This study therefore aimed at capturing the
perception of the economic valug and contribution: of forest. écosystem services and goods o
the livelihood imgrovement of communities living nearby forest reserves. Using a semi-
structured questionnaire( combine to various environmiental econsmic valuation metheds and
techniques; market and non-market valuation methods such as contingent valuation methods
with WTP), interview were conducted with the aim of collecting information from households in
Kagadi, Muhoro and Nyamarunda-sub counties nearby Kangombe reserve in Kibaale district,
western Uganda. The findings of the study indicated that 94% of the respondents perceived that
they had actess rights to forest resources although 85% reported that they didn't use the rights
legally. The. reserve served as a source of livelihood for 95% of the respondents fhrO_Ugh a
collection of a variety of NTFPs, growing ¢rops hearby and rearitig animals nearby the reserve..
‘Respondents acknowledged receiving benefits 'frdm'pvai‘ious. ecosysteim services delivered in and:
from the forest reserved, These included cultural values, recreation, and contribution to soil
fertility and watérshed services. The economic value direct and indirect benefits received from
various ecosystem services by communities were estimated tﬁ- be worth of US$305612.65 in
Kagadi, US$ 270235.83 in Muhéro and US$ 32727057 in Nyamarunda. This research takes its
place in this conversation -about conserving natural resotrces and improving local people's
livelihoods. It is therefore possible for palicy makers. to get a tradeoff or reconciling community
livefihood with conservation aims in westérn region since it is well known how important are

forest ecosystem-services and goods for community in that region.

Keywards » Community perception, Economic value of ecosystem services, Forest Contribution,

Livelihoods, Western region of Uganda

Xvii




CHAPTER ONE: GENERAL INTRODUCTION

1.1. Introduction

A forest reserve is an area of land that is reserved by law for forestry purposes, including
protection of ecologically important areas and production of forest goods and services.
Forest reserves also include bush fands and grasslands within the reservedland. Forests
covar-almost 25% of the world’s land and are critical in meeting human needs for water,
food, shelter, medicine, fuel wood, fodder and ti"mber.. They aiso provide a wide range of

environmental services which mainly include armorg others biodiversity conservation,

watershed protection, and protection of soil and mitigation of global climate change

(Hirakuri 2003, Landeli-Mills & Porras "2002),

The biggest numbers of people are unaware .of the ecosystem services that forests.

provide especially to enhance improvement of people’s livelihood. The‘-d‘epl'etion of the:
forest resources has important implications for the livelihoods of a sizeable majority of
the population, undermining the sustainability of the region's economy and posing a

real threat to poverty reduction.

Forests are essential to the daily lives of e.\}eryone. The forest sector has continued
to play a big role in provision of goods and setvices 16 the people. The forests provide
o;/er 98% of the total energy consumed in the district. Poverty reports tend to

underestimate the contribution of forests and off-farm natural resources in gerieral to

liveliioods, while forestry reporting is typically in terms of the physical résource and its

status.and extent. Such reporting sheds no light on the contributions made by forests to
thie lives of the poor. Many forest products are important to the _li_Veii'h_oods of the rural

poor; but are not well recognized in commodity markets.
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