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ABSTRACT

The research was. conducted in Arapai sub county, Soroti district to assess hindrances to
optimal utllization of animal. traction technology, One .hundred (100) household were

randomly ·sampled. The data collected was based on demographic 'characteristics, animals

used for animal 'traction technology, implements used. and factors. hindering optimal

utilization of animal traction technology.

The study established that (100%) farmers used animal.traction technology to -a certain extent

for operations like Ploughing (54%), Ridging (29%) e. Plantin~ (8%), Weeding (40/0), .and

Transportation (5%). And. the. Implements that were common among farmers. were; Ox-

plough (91%), sledge' (8%), Weeders (l %).Lack of implements 40%, training (5%), animals

(1O~), ignorance about the technology (32%),. expensive nature of: the implements (22%) were
the factors hindering optimal utilization of'draught animal power.

~.

The study revealed that hindrances to optimal utilization of animal traction technology in

Arapai SUbcounty, Soroti District is due to; lack ofimplements 'like ridgers, ox weeders, seed

planters and their expensive nature;

The study suggested that other animal draught implements such as planters, weeder, and:

'harvesters should be Introduced in to the study area. Training of farmers On animal traction

technology should be .conducted. Restocking could be one solution to "lack of animals for:

animal traction technology. Further research should beconducted on hindrances on adoption

of-other species like donkeys; and horses in the area. the government should introduce and
facilitate the implementation of training programs on animal traction technology.
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I
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTioN

Background

Animal traction refers to the use of animals as the main power source ..for pulling implements.

and machines with .the view to (educing the drudgery, of farm work. this therefore means

-that, employment of domestic animals for tillage or transport in. the village is well-known as

animal traction. Chisango, (200:8), further states 'that, an animal traction is generally

understood to include transport aswell as the pulling work of' animals.

The ·use. of work animals W~S Introduced in Uganda 4J. 1-909 in Bukedea, Tororo district, in

the Eastern part of the country (Akou, 1992). 'Soon after, an animal traction training and

demonstration school was opened up in Kumi 'hi 1920, which was later transferred to the

current National Agriculture SelJ1!Add Research Institute (NASARI) as centre for research,

testing, demonstration and training. of'farmers in ox-cultivation through the extension efforts

of the' Ministry of Agriculture, The use of work animalsrapidly spread 'through the east and

the northern part of the country. These were areas where ecological and cultural conditions

favoured-its development. The technology broughtabout increase. incropped acreages of land

especially for cotton and common traditional weal crops.

Forthe 70years~ animal traction, and animal powered transport technology-depended solely

on imported tecbnologi~s. Besides being expensive, animal traction equipment was .heavy,

sophisticated. and difficult to, operate ·using·local work animals .They also lacked reliable

sources of spare parts, In 1967, local manufacturing company (SAIM!vICO) Ugandalimited

was established to produce 'the-,services. and implements.

,General progress of animal traction development was hindered by civil strife of the 197(J~.

This was farmerslosetheirwork animals with devastation of the small holder farming sector.

Efforts have since been put in place to revive animal fraction development as an .important

part of the plan for themodemization ofagriculture In Uganda .Theintegrated programmes

by the government require meaningful engagement of-the, 'input of international knowledge

and experience.

'1'6 date, the savannah grassland of Soroti district, Kumi and the northern parts of Tororo and

Pallisa districts remain centre of animal technology as other districts of Lira, Gulu, Kitgum

and some parts of Kapcherwa and Jganga districts are .involved In this technology uptake.

1
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