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ABSTRACT
The study examined the socio-economic and" environmental impacts of copper mining in the

Rwenzori region focusing on Kilembe Sub County as the case study .The· 'mines are .located

about 150 meters off Kilembe road, a tarmac road that sti1t 'looks new yet it was built in. the'

]960s: After crossing a narrow bridge, a pebbled road leads you uphill to an area described as,

'45 portal', where the. lower mines are located, The overall objective of the study was to assess

the socio-eoonomic and environmental impacts of copper mining 'to the communities in the..

Rwenzori region. The mining and mineral industry as sources of primary export income plays .an

important role in the economic-and socio-political development 'of many developing countries, as

these countries largely depend on the mining, for their economic. development, an example of

which is.Uganda,

The assessment was carried alit through the use of a case study methodology which employed

interviews and documents as instruments for data collection. It further establishes that though

copper production has been on an increase and seen increased inflows, 'environmental

management has not received the same ..attention and this has negatively impacted 'on the

environment' and the livelihood' of the people of the Copper belt Province.

The study comprised of a sample of 60 respondents, Survey questionnaires. key informant

interviews were used to gather information and the published literature. The methods of analysis

that Were used' 'included; tabular analysis which involved computation of percentages and

frequencies like pie charts and 'bar charts of'the analyzed data 'in SPSS software.

The findings from the study' indicate that the social impacts on the local people arising frQJ1~

copper mining were examined and itwas found that the mining industry has negatively impacted

'on the.social support. systems of the local people and.that productive.land which Gould ideally be

used for other developmental projects has been allocated for copper mining. In addition, it was

found out that. the government had not taken course, The study therefore, recommends

reinforcement. of institutional capabilities and, competencies for proficient long-lasting planning
for sustainable development.
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CRAFTER ONE: .INtRODUCTION

LiBackgrolmd.ofthe study

Rwenzori region is endowed with a variety of natural resources and minerals in particular.

Exploration by Kilembe Mining Ltd from 1.956' to 196J identified several copper-cobalt

occurrences on which severalconfirmatory holes weredrilled. While-the mine was in operation

from 1956 to 1972, a total of 16.2 million tons grading 1:98% copper and' .17% cobalt were

mined and approximately 270,000 tons of blister copper were produced. (ACTSA) et at (2007)

Qver this span, mining was centered on the eastern deposits and the southwestern deposits were

regarded as future developments. Perched on the foothills of the Rwenzori Mountains, about

12km west of Kasese town, lie .the remains 'of Kilembe Mines. Production of copper and cobalt

ore at the mines stopped in 1982, making the mines a tale ofstruggling to 'Come to life again.

(Asiimwe, Wilson7 June 20'14). "Kilembe Mines Rehabilitation St~rtsn,New Vision, Retrieved 7

June. 2014).The mines are located about] 50 meters off Kilembe road, a tarmac road that still

looks new yet it was built in. the 19QOs. After crossing a narrow bridge, a pebbled: road leads you

uphill .to an area described as '45 portal', where the lower mines are located. Copper is a

valuable metal that has. been used throughout history for many different- purposes. Copper has

been mined for over 2,0:00' years. Historical records show the. Chinese recovered copper from

blue vitrol by placing iron into the vitriol solution as early as 150 Be (I). 'Copper is also a trace

element that is needed to maintain many biological life forms and processes. According to .the

Uganda government, Kilembe had 4.17 million tons of copper reserves when it ceased

production in ] 982. In addition to the unexploited copper pre, there is S,5 million tons ofcobalt

in tailings (dumped material from ·prevjou;;· mining). The government also says there are

additional copper reserves in the vicinity of the mine. Tibet Hima Industry Company Limited, a

consortium of Chinese companies, is reviving copper mining in Kilembe after signing a

concession agreement with the government of Uganda in 20 13(newvision

By Ibrahim Kasita July 05 2013) ..The firm is to invest US$175 million. in the-mines in the first

three years, which will go 10 resuscitating Smelting, refining, and product factory development. It

also plans. to increase .power production at the Mubuku power plant, one of Kilembe's assets, to

12MW from 5MW (Jim Mugunga, 2m 3').
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