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ABSTRACT
Livestock sub-sector plays a majorrole in 'Ii\'f’es-_oi”'pet'}pl'c, alse contitbutes to 17% - 19% of the
agriculiural GDP worldwide. Despite the contribution of the dairy secior, Repeat breeding (RB)
-and delayed conception has become the major source of economic loss among dairy farmers in
Uganda particularly farmers in kaato sub county. The indicators has: been shown that extra
breeding costs, extra féeding costs, increased calving interval, increased treatment costs and
mereased culling rates occur-as a result of repeat breeding. The cause of repeat breeding and
delayed conc.cpt.i'on has not been empirically established. The aim of this study was to establish
lactors contributing 1o repeat breeding and delayed conception among L'lf:_lil‘_)f cows. in kaato sub
county Manafwa district. A sample of 100 farmers was sélécted 'using___ 'pnn__)dsive smnpling
procedure and Data analysis was done using (SPSS). The factors that were significantly explain
the cause of repeat bréeding were miostly management factors with natural mating ranked the
highest {(p= 0.000), handlin_g_ during and alfter paturition. _(‘p: 0.000), nutrition (p=0.000) and
housing {p= 0.000). ']"lles"c' findings will be more usé full 1o stake holders of dairy sub sectorto
formulate policies that will improve production and repreductive rates among dairy animal hence
minimizes losses. incurred -as -a result of repeat breeding and delayed coriception. The study
concluded that management practices have more impact on repeat breeding than environment

factots.

Vil




CHAPTER ONE

1.0 Introduction
This introductory part of this research dissertation will identify the key factors contributing: (o

repeat breeding in dairy cows in Uganda with much emphasis on specific area of kaato Sub-

County in Mariafwa District.

1.1 Background

Agriculture conttibutes to 17% ~ 19% of the GDP worldvide (Eklundh, 2013). The livestock
sub-sector plays a major role in lives of people for example over 200 liters of mitk is needed per
person per-year (Larson ef al, 2000). Repeat breeding (RB) is defined as cow’s failure to
conceive from 3 or more regularly spaced services in the abserice of detectable abnormalities
(Yusuf, 2016). Tt is a cestly problem for the dairy producer and it's prevalence in United States
of America vary fom 10% 10 18% in past years and increases from 0.00% fo. 42.42% in cufrent

years. (Robinsen, 1977).

Repeat bréeding is more pronounced in heifers than m ultiparous cows with [2.8% as being the
percentage of multiparous cows and 26.6% for heifers implying that repeat brecding is more
common in heifer as 'c_o_mpared in multiparous cow (Zabel, 2010). However Africa especially
“Ethiopia repeat breeding has become the most remarkable reproductive disorder in dairy cows
[or example Out of the 384 animals studied in Ethiopia, a total of 28(27.44%) were heifers with
repeat breeding, 18(7.53%) cross breed cows and 5(21.74%) Jocal cows with repeat breeding

(Guesh , 2014).

A dairy cattle breeding is an impertant technology in the enhancement and promotion of dairy
produiction in Uganda. Most of the dairy breeds in Uganda are kept on smallholder units about 10
animals or less especially in kaato sub county Manafwa district. Although animal genetic
i-ml__Jr;o_veme_nl offers.one of the most efficient and quickest ways of improving the productivity of
dairy herds but its effective éxploitation in Manafixa has not been achieved dueto lack of a well

planned and executed breeding program, (Mugisha el al 2014
Historically, in Uganda, Because of rearing bulls and females together it has rendered extensive.
use of bulls indicating pessibility of i'n'breedin_g. Realization of selective breeding in most

1
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