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The' study was conducted-at NabajjuZ.l wetlarrdin Masaka, TJ1ewetland.is .globally imp0rtarit"·~tiq:

contains many threatened species including the Sitatunga, swamp antelope; the Sboebill and (p.e
Papyrus Yellow Warbler.IUS: ..also the sole.source of water for over half a million people Iiving

irr nearby .Masaka town. This .study investigated tile. impact of die wetland .degradation on the'

cultural values of the wetland. it is an important eco-tourist attraction which is ofeconomic and

socio-cultural significanceforthelccal people andthecountry at large.

The methodology involved 'interviews with. a cross-section of the local people, questionnaires

were used to collect primary data. This was supplemented with '~ee'ondary data obtained from

I~.~era~ure·andother secondarysources like the universitylibrary ,·iriteT)'le.tjournals and magazines

as well as research papers:

'The results indicate the wetland-is critically-threatened by-the uncontrolled human activities such

tis 'waste disposal, over extraction of materials, draining the. wetland for agriculture and hunting

of the threatened. species. This has led to the loss of the wetland biodiversity thus' leading to the

J.01i~:of the .cultural values. Th~following. were recommended for' the -improvement ofthe current

status' of the wetland and its sustainable management: entrancement of local participation in

biodiversity conservation initiatives, initiation of public education and awareness campaigns,

integraiion oftraditional and modern ·knowledge system-of biodiversity.conservation, provision

of alternative sources of income for .the local population, strict implementation of. the laws and

policies to punish those who violate-them and fightingcorruptlon.

xi

The study concludes-that an integrated approach provides the best management options' to tl1~

continued use of wetland. However it was noted that integrated wetland management is often

framedas .a decision .problem with conflicting multiple objectives, where the challenge is to

identify the best comprorni se management solution. ThlJ.S' care should be taken when making the

policies and laws' for managing wetland.



CHAPTER.oNE: INT~ODUGTION

This ch'~p.ter contains 'baekgrouud to 'the stllqy, problem statement objectives of the stu.dy~

research questions, ,,:illio; ,Gon~ep~lialframe: work" jU,st)tlcati6n:' ofthe study; ~c9peof the study,

,lil11itatioll of.the study, operational.definition ofthe key termsand org'ari1satiO,n of the, study"

J.1 Background ofthe study

According to th,e,Ramsar convention on wetlands ~f .intemational .importance, wetlands cover

about 60/0', of the earth's surface and 'are d¢flned as "areas, of .marsh, fen, peatland or ~fiter.

v,ih'etl1er'natural .or 'lirlifi¢iai, permanent qr seasonal with water that' is static .or' 'nq,w1ng, .fresh.,
bmckj$li,or:sal~Yi including areas of-marine waterthe 4¢ptb qf which 'at lowtide does .not exceed

six. metres." (Ramser; 19.71) Weflahds, occur at a'll .latitudes: from the polar 'areas, tothe trqpics,
and OCG\it in most q,du~,b:i~~'~Wetlar)(;l~-:p,(?rtb.l'm a: number ofecosystem services, someof which

<lr,e' wen recognized, others less so, 'and are, intethriti9iial1y recognized as one', of the most

important- ecosystems fOJ: 'the -conservarion 'of. biodiversity (Carp, 1980). WetIamls -also 'have

importantprimary functions inthe i'egu1ation ,qrhydro]og,Y, water purifieatien and t190d control,

'and coastal wetlands can help to allevl ate the' impacts of storm surges. Further', wetlands have

aesthetic values and' significant eco-tourism potential (Mfllennium Ecosystem Assessment.

2Q05). Peatlands, are estimated to store more than twice the amount of carbon: as all.global forest

biomasseornbined ..Dr~itie,d and disturbed peatlands-emit a massive amount ofcarbon. dioxide

and other .greenhouse.gases (AnonYn1bus, 2008).

1

.'.:~..

According [0 the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, wetlands arethe habitat. that has beenmost

aft~eted by.development and are being lost m.ore rapidly than any 'other habitat in the world.
However. 80% of the global pearland area is sril! ,Jldstine and hot severely modified by hurnaQ

acnvities. :Glqbally, natural peatlands.are destroyed at a rate of 4000 .square Ki lometres per year,
with :lO%·,.attributed to agriculture, 30% to forestry and lO% to. peat extraction.
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