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ABSTRACT

The study was conducted at Nabajjuzi wetland in Masaka. The wetland is globally important and
containg many threatened species '_in_clud'in_g- the Sitaton ga, swamp antelope, 'féhe'--S_hoebil'l__ and the

Papyrus Yellow Warbler. It is also the sole source of water for over half a million people living

i nearby Masaka town. This study investigated the impact of the wetland ‘degradation on the

cultural values of the wetland. It is an important eco-tourist attraction which is of économic and

socio-cultural significance for the local people and the country at large.

The methodology involved inferviews with a cross-section of the local people, questionnaires
were used to collect primary data, This was’ supplemented with secondary: data obtained from
literature-and other secondary sources like the university- library, initernet, journals and magazings

as well as research papers;

The results. indicate the wetland is critically threatened by the uncontrolled human activities such
as ‘waste disposal, over extraction of materials, draining the wetland for agriculture and hunting
of the threatened species. This has led to the loss-of the wetland biodiversity thus leading to the
loss of the cultural values. The following were recommended for the improyement of the current
statis of the wetland and its sustainable managetent; enhancement of local participation in
biodiversity conservation initiatives, initiation of public education and awareness campaigns;
integration of traditional and modern knowledge system.of biodiversity conservation, provision
. of alternative sources of incomie for the local population, stricf im[;lemc'nta_tion- of the laws and

policies to punish those who violate them and fighting corruption.

The study cencludes that an integrated approach provides the best management options to the
continued use of wetland. However it was noted that integrated wetland management is often
framed 4s a decision problem with conflicting multiple objectives, where the challenge is to
identify the. best compromise management solution. Thus care should be taken when making. the

policies and taws for managing wetland.
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.0 Overview
‘This chapter contains background to the study, problem statement, “objectives of the- study,
research questions, and conceptual frame: work, justification’ of the study, scope of the study,

Jimi _t-z"lti'on. of the study, operational definition of the key termig 4nd-organisation of the study.

1.1 Background of the study

According to the Ramsar convention on wetlands of intérnational importance, wetlands cover
about 6%..of the earth®s surface and are defined as “areas of marsh, fen, -._peatland or water
whether natural ot "axii_ficial,_:permanent or seasonal with water that {s static .or flowing, fresh,,
brackish orsalty; including areas. of marine waterthe depth’ of which. at low tide does not-exceed.
six metres:” (Rainsat, 1971) Weilands occur ai all latitudes, from the polar areas. ta'the tropics,
and eccur in most conntries. We‘tl’ands_-.'-p-_czzfo_l‘m & .nuniBer of ‘ecosystem services, some of which
are well recognized, others less so, and are. infernationially recognized as one of the most
important. ecosystems for the conseivation of biodiversity (Carp, 1980'). Wetlands also have
important primary functions in the regulation of hydrology, water pur‘iﬁc’ati'on: and flood control,
and coastal wetlands can help to alleviate the impacts ‘of storm surges. Further, wetlands have
acsthetic values and significdint eco-tourism potential (Millennium Ecosystem Assessment,
2005). Peatlands are estimated to store more than twice the amount of carbor as. all. global forest
biomass combined. Drained and disturbed peatlands-emit a massive a'mou'ﬁt' of carbon. dioxide

and other greenhouse. gases (Anonymous, 2008),

According to the Mil]"enniur'n Ecosystem Assessment, wetlands are the habitat that has been most
affected by ‘development and are being lost more rapidly than any othér habitat in the world..
However, 80% of the global peatland area is still pristine and not severely modified by human
activities. Globally, natural peatlands are destroyed at a rate of 4000 square Kilometres per year,

with 50% attributed to agrieulttre; 30% to forestry and 10% to. peat extraction.
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