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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the study was to establish the factors that Iimit the .adoption of indigenous cows a~ an

.alternative source. of draught power. The objective was to determine the technical, cultural and socio-

economic factors responsible forthe low adoption of cows as an alternative source. ofdraft power. A
Cross sectional survey was used to collect data from 100 respondents who Were randomly selected and.

interviewed using questionnaires which were pre-tested before the commencement of data collection.

The data collected was .analyzed using statisticalpackage of social sciences (SPSS· version l()} to find

the frequencies and 'percentages which .are presented using tables ..The study revealed that 87..5% (70

fanners) Were not using COWs.for. draft power and only 12.5% (10, farmers) were using cows for draft

power: ·The maJ.or factors which affected. the ·70·farmers who Were. not using cows fordraft power were

economic factors which included; lack of money to buy supplements for COWS; 84%(59 farmers), hick

of sufficient number 'of cows; 74% (52 fannets%), lack of ·money to. buy cows for draft power; 67%

(47% ) Social factors were; cows-are w~ak:;76%(5.~fanners)? rnany had never seen anyone using cows

for draft powei';76% (53 farmers), respondents had never heard anybody 'using cows for draft.. .

power;71% (56 farmers) . Technical .factors were; respondents had never used cows for draft power

'before; 87% (62· fanners), .had never been trained on how to use cows; 80% (56 farmers), .lacked
knowledge on how to· use cows; 75% (5~ farmers). Cultural factors were; farmers believed that the

tribe/cultural norms did not allow use of cows for draft-power; Si% (57 farmers), religion {Christianity)

did not-allow use of cows for draft-power 67 % (47·f~nner~). In conclusion, the economic factors were

lack of financial means of buying supplements, cows and implements. While the technical.and.socia:r-

cultural factors were majorly lack of information and knowledge Jt.was recommended that government
should. Introduce agricultural Ioans at low rates, carry out restocking, establish training centres ·and

create easy access to latest agricultural information through setting up ofrurat libraries,

x



CHAPTER ONE

1.1 INTRODUCTION

Agriculture.is a strategic sector.in Uganda economy; jt employs about .19.5 million people which is

about 78.0%.. of the; population in Uganda. Uganda has about197,lOO sq km of land of whi~h

i23,1_20sqlqn is: available for agriculture, which -is.equivalenrto. 49.2 ha per ),00' people in Uganda but

-per 100 people involved in agriculture it is 63.1 hafWorld bail.k;,2002,; UNDP, 2004). Out of the.12j,120

'sq km of land for agriculture only 72,000 sq km (58.4%)is arable land (FAD, 2005a), therefore if We are

to,'tackle problems of food insecurity in Tesoregion and the neighboring areas of.Karamonja we need to

,explore other means in order to cultivate the remaining redundant land ofSl ,120 sqkm,

Inlate 19~Osabout 3,021 tractors were imported into the country, 136 of them into, Teso (The-Country

Studies Series, 1988): 'But this programme failed to last due to; unaffordability of hire costs, lack of

technical knowledge .in the, area, of maintenance,' the, farm holdings which averaged :25 ha per family

were too small to justify the ownership and use of tractors.

Draft power cart alsobe. used in agriculture.production, this datebackto 1909 at theintroduction of the

cotton industry" in the traditional cotton growing areas: of Teso and northern Uganda (Kagolo, 2012);

However, the civil strife in the 1980s, led to the Teso cattle herd population to be reduced to 18;000

from 355,000 (FAO, 2Q05.a),by rebel fighters, who 'raided the homesteads of their co-ethnics 'for food,

medicine, and recruits {B'eber:and Blattman, '20i 1). However in Chokwe District in Gaza, Mozambique

also due to' War there was. a decline' in cattle population (Faftine et al, 1999), which led them to adapt the

usageof cows where they could he paired with oxen' or paired alone.

The social 'aridcultural problems were solved through. trainingand setting, up of demonstration farms.

This Jed 'to, tremendous increasein food production. Thereforethe massive loss of cattle in Uganda

should be made into a turning point to also fully use cows for draft power if we are to imJ,>Iove on

income.and food security in Uganda .If it worked.in 'Mozambique then it. could as well work in Uganda

(Teso region) since there are a lot of common cultural and social aspects.
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