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ABSTRACT
The study was to evaluate the reproductive performance of Boer goats supplied by'NAA.DS 1o
the selected farmers of Obalanga sub-county in Amuria District. The study looked at the
reproductive: parameter of Boer does and buck and the relationship between the duration of
keeping posls and the number of goats owned by the households.
The cross sectional study design was used and both quantitative and qualitative approaches were
involved. Samples of 100 households in 25villages of 5 out of 7 parishes were randomly selected
for the study. The 's'lud_y":inst'mmcnts: were observation and guestionnaire. The data collected was
analyzeéd using SPPS program and presented in tables, pie-charts and graphs.
In the study, the -rcpro‘duci'ivc performance of Boer does and bucks was found to be high. The
Boer -does attained. puberty from 5-10 months. The heat period lasted for17-23 days. The
gestation period: of doe was. found to be approximately 5 months. The litter size was found to bie
close to 2. The kid's presentation during kidding was normal (anterior). The interval between
kidding and onset of heat was fourid to be 2 months. The bucks had no difficulties in mating
since their hind legs were normal. The testes were observed 1o be Sym'metri'cal. The libido was
revealed as being moderate and high during dry season.
There was a -statistical significant relationship between the: duration of keeping--go_a_ts and the
number of Foats owned by households of Obalanga Sub County in Amuria district.
The study recommended that the government and other stakeholders e.g. donors, CBOs, NGOs,
through animal health or extension personnel should sensitize farmers. on goed management
practices like proper ._bre_eding of goats for better reproductive performance of the Boei goat in.
the aréa and the region. More tesearch should also be done in this field more particularly on the

indigenous breed(s) of the arca for a better comparisorn.




CHAPTER ONE:INTRODUCTION

1.1Background to the study

Goats play an important socio-economic role in many rural areas of the world. More than 95% of
the goat population is found in developed countries (FAQ, 2006). Goats'provi'de itk and meat
therefore meeting the nutritional needs of the rural population especially in aréas with rapidly
incrc'asing_iiuman population {Castel er &/, 20)0). 'Go_ai;s_ when compared with other livestock
species are befter due to their size, beginning capital is small and their turn over is faster

(Winrock International, 1983).

Ifidigénous goats particularly the small Bast African goat constitute a valuable genetic resource
becauss of their ability to -adapt harsh climatic conditions; to better utilize the limited and poor
quality feed resources and their resisiance 1o a range of diseases. Exotic breeds in East Africa for
example Boer goats when used for breeding, superjor traits can be transmitted to the next

generation (Haas, 1978).

The Boer goat originated from: South Africa and “Boer” means farmer from the Duteh (Casey &
Nickerk, 1988). The breed was established from selecting all existing breeds of goats in South
Africa and the first breed 'standards were. established in 1959 following the formation ‘of the
South Afrnican Boer goat Breeders™ ‘Association. The end result is the improved Boer goat

existing today (Malan, 2000).

There are six types-of Boer goats known for instancé the ordinary Boer goats, fong hair Boer
‘goats, polled Boer goats, while red-headed Boer goats, brindle or briekwa goats and mousée cared
and short eared Boer goats (Canipbell, 2003). Selection of Boer goats has been solely based on
fertility and fecundity, good conformation and adaptability to different environments. In many
parts of the world like Asia, Africa, unimproved Boergoats characterized by lean bodies, with a

mixed array of color patterns (white bodies and distinctive brown heads) are kept (Malan, 2000).

Boer goats.are noled for being doula, faster rate 6f growth and care given-to the kids. Due to high
quantity of kilograms reproduction of Boer :goats should be well handied and managed by

farmers. This should also be closely integrated with nuwitional and health management. The
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