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ABSTRACT

Solid waste Management is' both an urban and' rural problem, Every individual generate solid

waste ana hence contribute.to this problem. The study was ..conducted. in Lira' Municipality, Lira

district located in Lango sub-region in Northern Uganda. The results of these findings \\111 also

be used in workshops-and seminars on solid waste-management discussion, 11H:: study will also.

.be important to policy makers to improve solid waste.management iii towns ·..and cities.

The main objective of this $tudy was to find out problems resulting from indiscriminate disposal

or solid waste; Other ebj ectives were to. find 'out reasons. for indiscriminate 'disposal of solid

waste among, different sectors. Existing, methods for solid waste management practiced by

'different social classes' of residents in' Lira municipality, Reasons for delayed removal of solid

'waste from designated. collection points. Measures-among different stakeholders for improving

solid waste management.within the municipality .

.Data. was collected using questionnaires, using available information and observations. After all

the data is collected it. was entered into the computer for analysis using the statistical package for

social scientist {SPS8),The; data was bepresented' using tables', percentages: and charts to describe,

the residents' responses aboutindiscriminate disposal of solid waste, measures amongdifferent

stakeholders for improving solid waste management arid Existing methods for solid waste

management practiced by-different classes of residents.

Tile findings .revealed .that the major cause of indiscriminate disposal of solid. waste Was

inadequatedisposal facilities. The majority ofthe solid wastes lire removedfrom the, designated

,c;ollectioJl:by the municipality.once a week

xii'

The study' makes. a number of conclusions in regards. to limited fund are allocated by the

municipality to purchase and construct solid waste .facilities making people' addicted to the habit

of disposing of solid waste in public. places, waterways and any other open space. Solid waste

collection and removal 6:01'11 designated collection points in Lira municipal are the responsibility

of the-municipality. Solid waste ,especially within the, collection points and waste pickers collect

'solid waste from undesignated collection points.



CHAPTER ONE

1.0. INTRODUCTION

L1. Background Of the study .

.1.1.1. Definition of.solld waste

According to Gaurlay (1992) humanity has always produced waste that characterizes

contemporary society, dating from industrial revolution. Waste is 1110re easily recognized than

defined. Something can become a waste when iris no longer. useful.to the owner or it is used and

fails to fulfill its purpose (Gaurlay.1992). According to Miller (198$) solid waste is any useless,

unwanted, or discarded material that is not liquid or gas. A great mixture of substances including

the dust. metal, glass, paper and cardboard, textiles, putrescible vegetable 111atetials and plastic

characterize solid waste (Simmens, 198,ll. Synonymous to solid waste are terms such as

"garbage", "trash", "refuse" and "rubbish".

According to United Nations Populations Division (1997) urban dwellers generally consume

more resources than rural dwellers, and so .generate large quantities of solid waste and sewage.

Solid waste. disposal is a major problem in urban African centres, where more than half the

population now lives in urban areas: Northern Africa is the most urbanized; while in Southern

and in Western and Central Africa, urbanization levels are still lower (about 33-37

percentj.While East Africa is the least urbanized sub-region, with 23 percent (United Nations

Populations Division, 1997).

Although human or animal excreta often end up in the solid waste stream, generally the term

solid waste does not include such solid waste materials. Human activities create solid waste, and

the way these wastes are handled, stored. collected and disposed off can pose risks to' the

environment and to public health, Wastes disposed off in open dumps are major sources of

surface and ground water contamination, as well as air pollution (Nyakaana, 1995;Biulln and

Wi Iliams, 1987; Goudie. 1986). IIi urban areas, especially ill the rapid urbanizing cities. of the

developing world, problems and issues of Municipal Solid Waste Management (MSWM) are of

immediate importance.

1
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