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ABSTRACT.

Sweet potato is-a high yielding crop with a higher food value than many staple food crops
and gaining popularity ‘as a commercial tuber. Its production in Uganda is popular in most of
the regions of the-country. To promote growth of the sweet potato subsector and to ensure
profitability among the sweet potato producers, the Ugandan Government and different
private bodies have formulated policies and programs to encourage and promote Sweet potato

value addition. However, implementation of the policies in the sweet potato sub sector has

faced :chall'enges. pattly due to insufficient informiation on the value addition techniques-and

pmfitabilzity of swest potatoes. The purpese of this study was therefore, to assess the

influence of sweet potato value addition on the profitability of smallholdér farmers in Arapa

‘Sub-county-Soroti district and the study was carfied ont on 60 farmers that were got by simple

random sampling technigue. Correlation analysis was conducted to determine the association

between the study variables and to assess the existence of while Ordinary Least Square

‘Technique was used o estimite the profitability model. The study revealed that: Level of

value addition of sweet potatoes, Duration of the farmer in sweet potato. farming, sales

-growth rate, market share, labour intensity and total operating cost-atl had significant

influence on sweet potdts pr_oﬂtabili_t'y; Itis recommended that siveet potato value addition by-
the smallholder farmers highly triggers the level of profitability from sweet potatoes, leaning
by experience be enftanced through training on production and post-harvest management,

techniques to minimize potential handling and storage related losses, increase sales growth

‘rate and market shares, encourage use of manual labour and at the same time determine the

optimal numbet of wotkérs per unit area of land.



CHAPTER ONE
Introduction

1.1 Background of study
‘Sweet potato is a starchy tuberous crop from the family Convolvulaceae and it is usually
grown as an -annual crop(Abong et al., 2016). . In terms of annual production, sweet potato
tanks as the fifth most important food crop in the tropics and. the seventh in the world food
production after wheat, ricé, maize, potato, barley, and cassava (FAO 201 6)(T§*u0_n_g et al.,
2018) . In spite of the role of sweet potato as one of the World’s most important food and
vegetable crop, playing an important role in conibating. vitamins and other nutritional
deficiencies, it is still regarded as a minor ctop and food for the poort.(Olujenyo, 2008) China
is the world’s leading sweet potato producing country with about 70 million tonnes in 2013,
In Africa, Tanzania and Nigeria are the leading producers of sweet potato, while Uganda and

Kenya are third and sixth producers respectively(Abong et al., 2016).

Sweet potato (Ipomoea batates Lam.) is a major staple food and a source of income in
several regions of Uganda and elsewhere. Tt is an important food erop for those who depend
on cereals especially maize as their staple diet. Although grown by small-scale farmers for
subsistence, importance of sweet potato production as an attrac_t_iy_e income generator has
been rising. The crop is grown in all districts in Uganda occupying. 55%. of the arable tand
under tuber crops. Sweet potato is an important food and commercial erop..In Kumi district
and Tes_O_Su’b region at Ia;ge_, 99% of the women farmers reported that they grow it for both
food and commercial purposes, while most of the male farmers grow it for income. UBOS
observed that in the face of raising global food prices, sweet potato is proving to be the best
food secure and famine crop(Abong ef al., 2016). The agronomic traits of sweet potato to
give satisfactory vields under adverse climatic and soil condition as well as under fow or non--
vse of external inpits has also made sweet potato production: gain popularity among many
farmers in Uganda. In addition, the flexibility of the erop in mixed farming systems and the
ability to take short periods to mature, thus offering househeld food security, has made it an

important livelihood strategy for smallholdér farmers:

1.1.2 Sweet potato valie addition

Sweet potdto. value addition, It entails deliberate activities to change: the form of the raw
sweet potato info a more refined or usable form, thus inereasing its value. Sweet potato 'l'OE_).IS
and othier plant. parts aie used as. human food, animal feed, and processing industry. Various

1
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