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S..veet potato is-a high yielding crop with a higher food value than. many st!iP.le:(oQ,dcrops

and 'gaining popularityas 'a 'commercial tuber. Its' production in: Uganda is-popular in most of

the regions of the country. To promote growth .of the sweetpotato subsector and to ensure

profitability among the sweet potato producers, the Ugandan Government arid different

private bodies have formulated policies and programs to encourage and promote Sweet potato

value addition. However, implementation ofthe'P91icie~ in the sweet potato sub sector has

'faced.challenges. partly due to.insufficientinfcrmationon thevalue.addition techniques-and

profitability 'of sweet potatoes. Thepurpose ofthis study was therefore" to assess the

influence of-sweet potato value addition On the profitability of smallholder farmers in Arapai

sub-county Soroti district and the study "vas carried out on 6Q farmers that were got by simple

random sampling technique. Correlation analysis was, conducted to determine the.association

betweenthe study variables and to assess the existence, of while Ordinary LeastSquare

Technique was used to estimate the profitability model. The study revealed, that: Level of

value.addition ofsweet potatoes, Duration of the farmer in sweet potatofarming, sales

growth rate, market share, labour intensity and total operating costall had significant

influence on sweet potato' profitability: It is recommended that sweet potato value-addition by,

the smallholder farmershighty triggers the level of-profitability from sweet potatoes, leaning

by experience be 'enhanced through training on production and post ..harvest jnanagement. .,' . ., . . .'
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techniques to minimize potential handl ing and storage related losses, increase salesgrowth. .. ... ..

'rate -and market shares, -encourage use Of manual labour and .at the same time determine the

'oprirnal number of.wofkers per unit area 'of land,
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CHAPTE~ONE

Jntro4uction

r, 1.1 Bacliground.of..Study

'Sweet .potato is a starchy tuberous crop from the family Convolvulaceae and it is usually

grownas an annual crQP(AQong et al., 20! 6,) ... In terms .of annual production, sweet potato

ranks as the fifth most important food crop in the tropics and, the seventh in the world food

production after wheat, rice, maize, potato, barley, and cassava (FAO 20.16)(Tfuong et al.,

2018) . In spite of the 'fole of sweet potato as one of the Woild'.s most important food and

vegetable crop, playing an important role in combating, vitamins and other nutritional

deficiencies, it is still regarded as.aminorcropandfood for-the.poor.rOlujenyo, 20:08) China

'is the world's leadingsweet potato producing country with about 70 million tonnes in 2013.

In Africa, Tanzaniaand 'Nigeria are the leading producers of sweet.potato, while Uganda and

Kenya are third and sixth producers respectively/Abong et al., 2016).

r
I

Sweet potato (Ipomoea bata.tqs Lam.) is a majo.r staple food and. a source of income in

several.regions of Uganda and elsewhere. It is an important food crop for those who depend

on cereals especially maize .as their staple diet, Although grown by small-scale: fanners for

subsistence, importance of sweet potato production as an attractive income generator has

been rising; The cr,op is grown inall districts in Uganda occupying550/0.ofthe arable land

under' tuber crops. Sweet potato Is an important food and commercialcrop ..In Kumi district
and Teso sub region at large, 99% of the women farmers reported that they 'grow it for both.
food and commercial purposes, while most ofthe male fanners grow it for income. ,()BqS

observed that in' the face of raising global food' prices, sweet potato is proving 10 be the best

food .secure and famine .crop(Abqng et al., .201.6j. The agronomic traits of sweet potato to

give satisfactory yields under adverse climatic and soilcondition as well as under 'low or noo-·

use of external inpnts has also inade sweet potato. production gain popularity among many

farmers in Uganda. In addition, the flexibility of the crop in mixed fanning systems and the

ability to hike short periods to mature, thus affering .hollsehold food security, has made it an

important.livelihood strategy for smallholder farmers:

1.1.2.Sw.eet potato value addition

Sweet potato value addition, It entails deliberate activities to change the form of the raw
, .

sweet potato into a more refined OJ' usable form, thus increasing its value, Sweet potato roots

and other plant pads are used as human food, animal feed, and processing industry. Various

1



!
i

REFERENCES
Abong, G..0., Claire, V., Ndanyi, M" Kaaya, A., Shibairo, S., Okoth,}\1. W., Lamuka, Pi O;

Odongo, N: 0., Wanjekeche.E; Mulindwa, J., &, Sopade, P. (2016). A Review of

Production, Post-harvest Handling and Marketing pi Sweetpotatoes in Kenya and.

Uganda. 4(3),162 ....181.

t:
i
!
;

Atkin, E. V., Volkov, S. S~,Voronin, A. G., Ivanov, V. V~,Komkov, B. o, Kudin, L. G.,

Malankin, s. Z" Nikulin, V. N.,.Roshchin, E. v; Rybakov, G. Y." Sarnsonov, v: M.,

Tarasenkova, O. P., Shumikhin, V. V., Khanzadeev, A. Y, & Chernysheva, K A.

(20 t 5). A .study of the coordinate gas-tined detectors based on the Micromegas and

Micromegas +. GEIvI/TGEM technologies for the.muontracking system of the CBM

experiment,1nstruments and Experimental Techniques, .58(5), 602'-611.

.t.ttps:/ldo i.org/l 0.1134180020441215040260

i
1

l

Henderson, C., Gething, K, Dennien, S., & Mclntyre, A. (2012). Sweetpotato consumer.

research, Insights to increasing consumption.

http://era.deedi.qld.gpv .alv35. 72/1/Sweetpota~o _Consumer _Insights. pdf

I
!

KENFAp. (2013). PotatoProduction. Manual.Pdf.

Mausch, K, Orr, A.,& Miller, B. P. .(2017). Targetingresilience and profitability in African

smallholderagriculture: Insights from ICRISAT~red research programs. Facets, 2(1),

545-558. https:lldoLoi'g/10.1139/facets-2017-0029

M irti, A' V, lSi:. Davies, S. (n.d.); Situation AnalYSIS and Needs Assessment. 1-5 L

Of, D~,Industry, T, H. E., States, U, & Industrial, V. C. (2008); Sweet potato value chain

profile 1. 1-26.

Oke, M. 0 ....& Workneh, T. S. (2013). A review oil sweet potato postharvest processing and.

preservation technology. African Journal d/AgricitltLiral Research; 8(4~)~4990-5003.

hUps:l/doLorg/J O.5897/AJ AR2013. 684 i

Olujenyo, F. O. (2008). The Determinants ofAgricultural Production and Profitability in

Akoko Land. Ondo-State, Nigeria, J{)lll''1ulof8oCi(ll Sciences, 4( I). 3}-41.

https:lldoLorgil O:J844Jjssp.200K 37.41

Orinda, M. (201 7). Analysis' of.the Determinants of'Sweet Potato Value Addition by
Smallholder Farmers inKenya. 8(8), I-I L

25



f'··

I,
Towers, W. E ..(2014). ESTABLISHING THE STATU.SOF POST-HARVEST LOSSES AND

STORA.GE FORMAJOR S:rAPLE CROPS IN ELEVENAFRICAN COUNTJ.?1ES

(pHASE 11)Alliance [or a Green Revolution. inAfrica, Maroh...http://agra.orgltestlwp..;

content/up loads/20 i6/04/establishing~ the-status-o f-postharvest ~losses-and-storage- for-

major-staple-crops-zu l4.pdf
r
!

Truong, V. D., Avula, R. Y., Pecora, K V, Yencho, O. C., & Lam,.l L. (20i8). s...veetpotato

Production; Processing, and Nutritional Quality.ll.
r·
l
I
1

f
!

I

I
I

26

I
\.


	Mukisa_1.pdf
	Mukisa_2.pdf

