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ABSTRACT
The internship was carried out at Mukono Zonal Agricultural research and development institute

in Mukono district 2 km off Kampala Jinja highway. However during the internship, I gained

different knowledge and skills after attending different sections which are available at the

institute.

The sections available at the institute include; the horticulture, livestock and aquaculture, annual

and perennial crops, agroforestry, post harvesting handling and irrigation system sections. In

these sections r carried out different activities for example, nursery bed management, watering

through drip irrigation, grafting, vaccination of chicks and pigs, castration, determing of the

moisture level of the soil, determining of the level of insect infestation with in maize grains,

making of permanent water basins for maize, coffee bending, coffee harvesting, propagation of

coffee using suckers, vaccination of poultry birds and more others as indicated in the report

xii

mg the internship, I faced some challenges for example lack of enough practical

eq . ment to be used , lack of enough medical facilities around the institute which limited some

times my study when I was sick, interruption by the particular field supervisor in my work plan

hence making me not to attend some sections, the period for internship was also not enough to

enable attend all sections and also harsh weather conditions such as too much rainfall and too

much sunshine which would lead us to leave some work undone.

Despite the challenges I faced, r managed to over come some of them by going in for medication

every time I fell sick. I always carne very early fi·om home so as to save time and do farm

activities. Therefore I recommend the institute to provide hostels for accommodation to students

doing internship, medical facilities to the workers and also the university to increase on the

duration for internship so as students can have enough time to do their practical activities and

gain more knowledge and skills



CHAPTER ONE

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUD
Mukono Zonal Agricultural research and development institute is one of the public ZARDIS in

Uganda. It was initially introduced as a district farm institute for the purpose of training local

farmers and teaches them new and improved farming techniques in 1962. It was transformed to

ZARDI later in 2005 through the National Agricultural Research Act (NARS ACT)

It operates several enterprises include horticulture, annual crops, perennial crops, livestock and

agrof~restry. The institute is responsible for carrying out applied and adaptive research in the

Lake Victoria crescent Agro-ecological zone. Lt covers 21 districts of central Uganda which

L in~ttt{Mubende .Mityana .Luwero ,Kampala, Kyankwanzi Mukono , Kayunga, Nakasongola,

/Nakaseke , Masaka, Kalangala, Buikwe .Kalungu Lwengo, Mpigi, Bukomansimbi , Gomba ,

Butambala, Buvuma ,Wakiso and Kiboga.

1.2 LOeA TION
MUZARDI is located 20km east of Kampala city and 2km off Kampala-Jinja highway in Ntawo

village Mukono district. It occupies 41 hectares of which 60% is available for carrying out

research and development activities

1.3 DESCRIPTION OF MUZARDI
The geographical description of MUZARDI was done on the basis of topography, vegetation,

soils and drainage of the place.
,-
I Soils: The soils are mainly clay soils with moderate productivity and highly affected by soil

borne bacterial diseases that cause most bacterial plant diseases, the soils are reddish in colour.

Vegetation: the area is dominated by savannah grassland as natural vegetation, a plantation

forest east of the institute.

Topography: MUZARDI is on a hilly area with generally gently sloping land south towards

Jinja Kampala highway.

Drainage: The area is a well drained gently sloping land
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