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ABSTRACT
Wetlands  ecosystem  are  essential  to  human  well-being  and  form  an  integral  part  of  the

productive ecosystems capable of supporting the 2030 UN Agenda on sustainable Development

Goals (SDGs) particularly SDG1 which is about ending poverty in all its form everywhere on

planet earth. Thus well managed wetlands can support this agenda because of their contribution

to livelihood opportunities of vulnerable communities regardless of the size and location.

The study was reference to Rushebeya-Kanyabaha wetland located in MuhangT. C. and Kyerero

parish in Rukiga district during the month of December to march 2023. The general objective

was  to  evaluate  the  effectiveness  of  livelihood  opportunities  for  sustainability  of  ecosystem

integrity. The specific objectives were to ascertain ways Rushebeya-kanyabaha wetland resource

contributed towards community livelihoods, investigate the threats to services provided by this

wetland  resource  to  the  community,  assess  different  activities  conducted  by  communities

towards its conservation, and determine  the economic contribution of wetland resource to the

livelihoods of the local  community.   A pilot study was done to ensure validity and clarity of the

questionnaire. A descriptive cross sectional research design involved qualitative and quantitative

data gathering and analysis techniques. A total of 50 respondents were randomly sampled and

data collected using questionnaires, interview guides and observation. The study revealed that

respondents depended on the wetland to improve their  livelihood through harvesting of craft

making material, water collection, harvesting construction materials, food crop growing and fish

for  food  or  sold  to  earn  income.  Threats  to  the  services  provided  by the  wetland  included

excessive and unsustainable harvesting of wetland vegetation, dredging and drainage, burning,

agricultural  activities  and  over  fishing.  However,  community  members  participated  in

conservation activities including restoration, demarcations, alternative livelihood activities and

sensitization  and awareness creation  campaigns.   It  was  revealed  that  Rushebeya-Kanyabaha

wetland  generated  on  average  135,000ug  shillings  monthly  income  to  the  respondents

participating in economic activities such as craft making, fishing, food crop growing and selling

construction materials.

xii



CHAPTER ONE

1.0 INTRODUCTION.

1.1. Background.

1.1.1 Wetlands.

The Ramsar Convention (1987, Article 1.1) defines wetlands as areas of marsh, fen, peat land or

water, whether natural or artificial, permanent or temporary, with water that is static or flowing,

fresh, brackish or salt, including areas of marine water the depth of which at low tide does not

exceed six meters.

Wetlands may incorporate riparian and coastal zones adjacent to the wetlands and islands or

bodes of marine water deeper than six meters at low tide lying within the wetlands (Ramsar

Convention`1987, article 2.1).

Paul Keddy (2010, pp 2) emphasizes that a wetland is an ecosystem that arises when inundation

by water  produces  soils  dominated  by anaerobic  processes,  which,  in  turn,  forces  the  biota,

particularly rooted plants to adapt to flooding.

Wetlands vary depending on the intensity and timing of flooding, salinity, nutrients available in

the soil, disturbances, competition and the presence of herbivore animals. Thus the main factors

influencing the formation of a particular wetland are the hydrological regime, land topography,

vegetation and anthropogenic impact (Siuta & Nedelelcui, 2016).

Wetlands are globally described as a type of ecological structure epitomized by temporary or

permanently water logged grasslands, swamps, marsh, bogs, papyrus, grassy fens, and fertile

floodplains. Recent description adds that such bio network is located in upland valleys and water

bodies (Glockce, 2018).

1.1.2 Wetlands as a source of livelihood.

Wetlands ecosystem are essential to human well-being, (Russi et.al, (2013). Wetlands form an
1
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