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ABSTRACT 

The study investigated instructional materials and academic performance of primary school 

learners in Osukuru Town Council, Tororo District. The study was guided by specific objectives 

that included; determining different kinds of instructional materials, to identify the effects of 

instructional materials on performance and to assess the relationship between instructional 

materials and performance in schools. 

The research consists of five chapters. Chapter one consists of background information; chapter 

two consists of the related literature, chapter three consists of methodology.  

While Chapter four consists of data presentation and analysis and Chapter five consists of 

summary of findings, conclusions and recommendations. 

The study was of mixed methods in nature where systematic sampling was used to select 

population. It employed 65 respondents. Data was obtained from primary source using stratified 

sampling, analysed and presented using frequencies and percentages and were tabulated.  

The major findings of the study were, the study revealed that majority of the respondents were 

females who were in primary and below 25 years. Among the different kinds of instructional 

materials included animations, exercises, study guides and tours, website archives’. Among 

effects were academic performances. Improved communication, and interaction. 

Among the recommendations include, the government should give loans to school to enable 

them buy instructional materials. Sensitization and workshops among others. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

Introduction 

1.0 Introduction 

This study investigated the relationship between instructional materials and academic 

performance of primary school learners in Osukuru Town Council, Tororo District 

This chapter provides insight into Background to the study, Problem statement, Purpose of the 

study, Objectives of the study, Research questions, Scope of the study, Significance of the study 

and Conceptual framework 

1.2 Background to the Study 

1.1.1 Historical background:  

Historically, use of instructional materials in teaching is as old as early 1900s when the use of 

instructional materials took an upper stage in the teaching learning process to enable educators 

deliver their instructional content.  

It was during this time, when educators recognized that instructional materials could improve 

learning outcomes by making lessons more engaging and in the mid-20th century, there was 

introduction of audio-visual aids, such as filmstrips and projectors, which further expanded the 

use of instructional materials in the classrooms. These support were found to improve learners' 

retention of information and it also fostered greater student engagement. 

Here in Uganda, the Ministry of Education and Sports has been emphasizing the importance of 

instructional materials in primary schools to improve the quality of education. And despite this 

recognition, some of the schools in rural areas might have limited access to instructional 

materials like those that require electricity to run the equipment, which might affect the academic 

performance of learners. 

In this case, this study sought to contribute to the ongoing scholarly conversation about the use 

of instructional materials in primary schools and specifically on the impact of instructional 

materials on the academic performance of primary school learners in Osukuru Town Council, 

Tororo District and to explore the factors that might contribute to the effective use of 

instructional materials in these schools. 
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