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SUMMARY.

Learning English as a second or foreign language demands that one knows that for reaching
intermediate levels, English is an easy language regarding grammar and vocabulary; however,
when reaching advanced levels, the learners are faced with complex forms of morphology,
syntax, and most obviously, they are faced with the difficulties that pronunciation presents.
These are mainly the problems that occur with the English students whose native language is
other than English. An experienced teacher of non-native speakers of English can easily
recognize the causes of mispronunciation, which in most cases are lack of vocabulary, lack of
practice, bad teaching experiences, lack of direct contact with the language, and lack of self-
confidence. There are quite a lot of words in English, which are often mispronounced. Those
who have just started to learn English as a foreign language, students at primary schools, adults
using English as a means of communication and as a working tool, such as businessmen,
politicians, administrators, doctors, accountants, and those studying English for teaching
purposes, even the teachers of English are faced with the problems of proper pronunciation of
words in English.

The aim of this research is to identify the problems that the students in the Department of
English Language and Literature at Butaleja secondary School, face when they deal with

pronunciation of lexical words.

Key terms, Pronunciation, Grammar, mispronunciation, speech, English language.

Pronunciation is an accepted standard of the sound and stress patterns of a syllable, word, phrase.
It is a way in which a letter or word is said correctly. Richard and Schmidt (2002) define
pronunciation as the way certain sounds are produced. Pronunciation emphasizes the way sounds

are understood by the listeners. They continued that pronunciation is a significant part of English
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because mispronunciations make it difficult for listeners to understand the meaning of sentences

correctly.

Harmer (2007) defines pronunciation as the way the sounds of a language are made, the way
how and where the word stress and sentence stress are placed, and the way how pitch and

intonation are used to indicate our feeling and our meaning.

consonants and vowels of a language (segments), features of speech such as stress, timing,
rhythm, intonation, phrasing (suprasegmental features), and voice quality. All of the mentioned
elements can work together when speakers speak so that difficulties in one element may affect
another and this may make an individual’s pronunciation easy or difficult to understand
(Pourhosein Gilakjani, 2012; Yates & Zielinski, 2009).

Grammar refers to the study of how words and their component parts combine to form sentences.

Mispronunciation is the act or habit of pronouncing a word in a way that is regarded as
nonstandard, unconventional, or faulty. Words and names are sometimes deliberately

mispronounced for comic or malicious purposes.

Speech refers to the faculty of uttering articulate sounds or words; the ability to speak or to use
vocalizations to communicate. It's the ability to produce meaningful utterances to an audience

which when blended together, form language.
English language

English is a Germanic language of the Indo-European language family, originally spoken by the

inhabitants of early medieval England.

CHAPTER ONE
THE BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
1.1 Background of the study.
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Many learners of English language have major difficulties with English pronunciation even after
years of learning the language. This often results in them facing difficulties in areas such as
finding employment (Fraser, 2000a). The fault which most severely impairs the communication
process at Butaleja secondary school, is the comprehension of sentences, understandability of
what has been taught to them and the capacity to read and interpret English language questions
and academic material as presented without changing the intended meaning and also assuming to
have understood yet the results do not please. The learners keep on giving under radar
performances for the subject as contrasted to what is expected of them at their various levels.

Pronunciation is viewed as a sub-skill of speaking. Fraser (2000a) explains that being able to
speak English includes a number of sub-skills of which pronunciation is by far the most
important (other sub-skills of speaking include vocabulary, grammar, and pragmatics). She
argues that “with good pronunciation, a speaker is intelligible despite other errors; with poor
pronunciation, understanding a speaker will be very difficult, despite accuracy in other areas”
(Fraser, 20004, p. 7). In spite of its importance, the teaching of pronunciation has been neglected

by teachers in the field of English language teaching.

There are quite a lot of words in English, which are often mispronounced. Pronunciation has a
great impact on learners’ successful communication but it is still ignored by a lot of teachers who
pay more attention to teaching grammar and lexis. According to Kelly (2002), learners who
always mispronounce a series of phonemes create a lot of problems for the speakers of other
languages to understand. This can be very disappointing for those who have good grammar and
lexis knowledge but have serious problems in understanding and being understood by English

speakers.

1.2 A brief history of teaching pronunciation

In the grammar-translation method of the past, pronunciation was almost irrelevant and
therefore, seldom taught (Florez, 1998). Then in the 1950s and 1960s, pronunciation took centre-
stage with the introduction of the audio-lingual method. This was a method that emphasized the
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