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ii. ABSTRACT 

The study was conducted on the impact of sugarcane growing on household food security 

kitayundwa sub county kamuli district. The study design was a cross sectional research design 

and a sample size 50 of respondents was adopted using purposive sampling technique. Data 

was collected using questionnaire that was designed for both farmers and stakeholders and 

presented in form of frequency tables and charts both pie charts and graphs. The research based 

on three objectives which included the percentage of land used for sugarcane growing, the 

effects of sugarcane growing on food security, and the strategies to increase food security. The 

findings show that much land is used for sugarcane growing and it approximately to 61.1% and 

a small portion of land which is 38.9% is left for food crop. This has led to shortage of food 

produced hence impacting on the food security negatively. The research findings showed that 

sugarcane growing has created many effects on food security which have left many families in 

a starving situation and lastly the research looked at the possible strategies that could be used 

to increase on the food security in the kitayundwa Sub- County. 

The study came up with some recommendations to household food security as follows 

Numerous measures can be used to reduce food insecurity at the household level. However, the 

approach used should be carefu1y chosen. Simple approaches which are oriented to very short-

term interventions may divert attention and resources from broader strategies with a better 

chance of effecting long-term improvements in food situations at the household level. 

To be with adequate food for the population‟s requirements, the country needs sound 

agricultural policies that promote production, preservation and distribution of food to members 

of the society. It also requires policies that would enable households to have at their disposal 

adequate food or income to purchase adequate food to meet their requirements at all times. 

The main issue is that agricultural policies should address themselves to include maximization 

of domestic food production, prices paid to farmers and the marketing systems for their 

products. Agricultural policies should also be formulated in such a way that farmers are 

encouraged to integrate food crops with cash crops production. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background  

  

Sugarcane is a giant grass which belongs to the genus Saccharum (Joseph & Tarimo, 2014). It 

is the main source of sugar produced for both export and domestic consumption (Joseph & 

Tarimo, 2014). Sugar cane is a perennial grass that thrives well in tropical and frost-free warm 

temperate areas where it requires high temperatures, plenty of sunlight, large quantities of 

water (at least 1500 mm of rain per year unless grown with irrigation), fertile soils, and good 

drainage. (Innovations and Research in Agricultural Finance, 2015).  

More than 130 countries produce sugar worldwide. Of these, 66 percent process their sugar 

from sugarcane. The rest produce sugar from sugar beet. Sugarcane primarily grows in the 

tropical and sub-tropical zones of the southern hemisphere, while sugar beet is largely grown in 

the temperate zones of the northern hemisphere (ED&F Man, 2004). The top seven sugar 

producing countries in the world include Brazil, India, the European Union, China, Thailand, 

South Africa and Mauritius. The above seven countries produce up to sixty (60) percent of 

total global output (USDA, 2006).  

Over seventy (70) percent of global sugar production is consumed in the country of origin, 

implying that only thirty (30) percent is traded in the world sugar market (ED&F Man, 2004).  

Brazil has the largest area under sugarcane cultivation in the world, representing one third of 

global harvested area and production (FAO, 2017). The sugarcane industry is responsible for 

quite a substantial percentage of the agricultural industry‟s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 

Sub Saharan Africa (SSA). South Africa makes the largest contribution to the sugarcane 

industry, accounting for almost 35% of the region‟s total output. SSA relies greatly on its 

agricultural industry whereby approximately 75% of employment is provided by agriculture. 

There are 28 countries that produce sugarcane, 11 of which can be at an output capacity of 

more than 200,000 tones (Vermeulen, 2011). The other countries include Mozambique, 

Mauritius, Cameroon, Swaziland, Peru, Egypt, Senegal, Malawi, Sudan, Ethiopia, Zambia and 

Tanzania (Oyugi, 2016). The composition of the sugar industries in terms of size and scale 

vary amongst SSA countries. Sugarcane is grown on large estates or by smallholders and 



 
 

 

.  Hackett M, Melgar-Quiñonez H, Álvarez MC. Household food insecurity associated 

with stunting and underweight among preschool children in Antioquia, Colombia. Rev Panam 

Salud Publica. 2009; 25(6):506-10.  

  Ajao KO, Ojofeitimi EO, Adebayo AA, Fatusi AO, Afolabi OT. Influence of family 

size, household food security status, and childcare practices on the nutritional status of under-

five children in Ile-Ife, Nigeria. Afr J Reprod Health. 2010 Dec; 14 (4 Spec no.): 117-26.  

.  UNICEF. The state of the world‟s children in numbers. Revealing disparities, 

advancing children‟s rights 2014.  

 Uganda Bureau of Statistics (UBOS) and ICF International Inc. 2012. Uganda 

Demographic and Health Survey 2011. Kampala, Uganda: UBOS and Calverton, Maryland: 

ICF International Inc.  

.  The Save the Children Fund. A life free from hunger. Tackling child malnutrition 

2012. 

[http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/A_Life_Free_From_Hunger .pdf]

.  

  Uganda Bureau of Statistics (UBOS) and Macro International Inc. Uganda 

Demographic and Health Survey 2006. Calverton, Maryland, USA: UBOS and Macro 

International Inc. 2007.  

  Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. From subsistence farming to 

sugar-cane monoculture: Impacts on agro biodiversity, local knowledge and food Security. A 

case study of two irrigation and agricultural development projects in Swaziland. Rome 2008. 

[ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/010/aj042e/aj042e00.pdf].  

  The Daily Monitor. „Sugarcane farming threatens food security in Busoga‟ 2014. 

[http://www.monitor.co.ug/Business/Commodities/Sugarcane-farming-threatens-foodsecurity-

in-Busoga-/-/688610/1941614/-/13hnt9gz/-/index.html].  

  The New Vision. „Sugarcane-growing causing food insecurity-study‟2014. 

[http://www.newvision.co.ug/news/651324-sugarcane-growing-causing-food-

insecuritystudy.html].  



 
 

 

  Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. „An Introduction to the 

Basic Concepts of Food Security. EC - FAO Food Security Programme‟ 2008. 

[http://www.fao.org/docrep/013/al936e/al936e00.pdf]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	1.pdf
	2.pdf

