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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The major purpose of this study was to assess the effects of drought on the livelihoods of crop 

farmers in Namasagali Sub County, Kamuli district. This study was guided by mainly three 

objectives which included; to identify the impact of drought on the livelihoods of crop growers in 

Namasagali Sub County, to find out the causes of drought in Namasagali Sub County and to 

identify some of the existing and potential mitigation measures to drought in Namasagali Sub 

County, Kamuli district. The study was conducted in mainly three villages namely; Bususwa, 

Kabaganda, and Kabanyoro that were sampled to obtain accurate data. A descriptive survey 

research design was adopted and it relied mostly on primary data. Primary data was collected from 

the respondents by closed and open-ended questionnaires, interviews and direct observation from 

surveys conducted in the study areas above. The study used both qualitative and quantitative 

research approaches.  

It was found that reduced plant growth was the major impact of drought on crop farmers’ 

livelihoods. This resulted into an increased loss of income by the largest percentage of 

respondents thus affecting the affordability and availability of food for crop farmers. The study 

also revealed water stress as another impact of drought on the livelihoods of crop farmers as this 

resulted into the crops drying up thus low yields. Infestation of pests and diseases in Namasagali 

Sub County was another impact of drought. This is due to the prolonged drought conditions that 

favor pests like monkeys which destroy crops like maize, cassava, sweet potatoes and vegetables. 

The findings indicate that there are coping mechanisms adopted by crop farmers to manage the 

impacts of drought on their livelihood. These include; changes in planting times that was being 

practiced by most of the farmers, followed by use of drought resistant crop varieties, alternative 

income sources, crop rotation and drip irrigation. Also, the government of Uganda has programs 

in place to assist crop farmers during the drought for example the Parish Development Model 

and Emyooga, climate smart agriculture and others. 
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1.0 CHAPTER ONE

1.1 Background of the study. 

Drought is a form of environmental stress that originates from a deficiency in precipitation over 

an extended period of time long enough to cause moisture deficiency, biotic loss, crop failure, loss 

of lives both human and bovine and general hardships (Ngaira, 2010). Droughts have direct and 

indirect effects on livelihoods especially where they are weather dependent. The term livelihood 

is defined as a means of living, especially of earning enough money to feed oneself. In Africa, 

rural livelihoods are largely derived from rain-fed agriculture with about 70% of the continent's 

population depending on agriculture for their livelihood (Muthui, 2009) 

Droughts are recognized as an environmental disaster and have attracted the attention of 

environmentalists, ecologists, hydrologists, meteorologists, geologists and agricultural scientists. 

Droughts occur in virtually all climatic zones, such as high as well as low rainfall areas and are 

mostly related to the reduction in the amount of precipitation received over an extended period of 

time, such as a season or a year. Temperatures; high winds; low relative humidity; timing and 

characteristics of rains, including distribution of rainy days during crop growing seasons, intensity 

and duration of rain, and onset and termination, play a significant role in the occurrence of 

droughts. (Mishra, 2010) 

Most of the people in Uganda live in rural areas. It is evident that rural people and their community 

will experience significant climatic impact on food supply and security, water availability, 

infrastructure and agriculture income (IPCC, 2014). By understanding the dynamics of poor 

people’s livelihoods, we can understand how they will be affected by drought, how they might 

respond with the resources they have, and how these conditions can be reflected and built upon for 

successful adaptation strategies (Baillie, 2004). Drought has serious repercussions on food 

security, availability, accessibility and utilization and food system stability. Women farmers 

currently account for 45–80 per cent of all food production in developing countries depending on 

the region. In India, women are actively engaged in agricultural activities, including paddy 

cultivation and fishing, which are both affected by changing weather patterns. Loss of livelihood 

increases women’s vulnerability and marginalization. (Ram Singh, 2013) 
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